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Message 


The  Most  Important  Skill 


By  William  Mitchell,  Headmaster 


At  a  time  of  educational  reform, 
global  competitiveness  and  the 
effects  of  the  digital  revolution, 
we  have  good  reason  to  be  conflicted, 
even  confused,  about  which  skills  are 
most  important  for  us  to  be  teaching. 
As  a  former  English  teacher,  I 
admit  to  a  bias:  I  believe  the  single 
most  important  skill  our  students 
should  learn  is  how  to  write,  how  to 
marshal  their  ideas  so  that  they  say 
what  they  mean  in  a  way  that  is  clear 
to  and  considerate  of  their  readers. 
These  skills  do  not  come  as  naturally 
as  some  educators  of  the  "learning  by 
osmosis"  school  claim.  The  skills  must 
be  taught  relentlessly,  over  time,  in  all 
disciplines  through  verbal,  written, 
individual  and  collaborative  processes. 
And  like  any  skill,  they  must  be 
practised.  I  believe  it  was  the  golfer, 
Gary  Player,  who  said,  "The  more  I 
practise,  the  luckier  I  get." 

Of  course,  some  are  more  natural 
communicators  than  others,  but  all 
can  learn  how  to  organize  their 
thoughts  effectively  and  to 
communicate  them  accurately,  if  not 
eloquently. 

I  was  prompted  to  reflect  on  this 
topic  by  a  recent  op-ed  piece  in  the 
New  York  Times  by  Brent  Staple,  a 
professor  of  English.  He  reminds  us 
that  many  otherwise  bright,  well- 
educated  people  are  not  trained  to 
express  their  thoughts  in  words.  Staple 
goes  on  to  warn  that  companies  that 
once  covered  for  poor  writers  by 
surrounding  them  with  people  who 
could  translate  their  thoughts  onto 
paper  no  longer  do  so.  "The  bottom- 
line-driven  information  age  requires 
more  high-quality  writing  from  more 
categories  of  employees  than  ever 
before,"  Staple  wrote. 


From  left:  Tim  Peters  '54,  Rod  Tait  '54  and  Headmaster  Mitchell. 

programme  is  that  students  appreciate 

that  they  had  consistently  learned  how 
to  write  expositions,  speeches,  poetry 
and  critical  essays  throughout  their 
careers  at  Selwyn  House.  They  claim 
that  their  post-secondary  experience 
was  much  more  rewarding  because 
they  had  mastered  the  necessary 
composing  skills  for  the  independence 
that  was  required  of  them  at  university 
and  beyond. 

This  is  a  powerful  legacy  we 
intend  to  pass  on  to  each  generation  of 
graduates.  We  recognize  the  hard  work 
and  commitment  to  excellence  that 
such       feedback       requires       from 


"Some  are  more  natural 

communicators  than 

others,  but  all  can  learn 

how  to  organize  their 

thoughts  effectively  and  to 

communicate  them 

accurately,  if  not 

eloquently. " 


The  article  reminded  me  of  times  when  1  have  met  Old  inspirational   teachers  and  engaged  students;   but,   to  do 

Boys  who  come  back  to  visit  or  when  Em  at  reunions  anything  less  would  short-change  our  students  who  will 

around    the   country.    Some   of  the   strongest    and    most  need  these  skills  in  order  that  they  hilflll  rheir  potential. 
consistent    positive    feedback    we     receive    about    our 
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ECHNOLOGY        NEWS 


Programming  (and  Learning)  as  a  "Subversion"  Activity 


By  Scott  Morrison,  computer  science  teacher 


This  year,  students  in  Grade 
10  and  11  Programming 
are  learning  through 
"Subversion."  Some  readers  ma\ 
leap  to  conclusions  about 
neforious  activity,  hacking,  or  even 
overthrowing  the  powers  that  be, 
but  what  is  really  happening  is  a 
lot  more  powerful.  It  involves 
students  collaborating,  planning, 
managing,  and  reflecting  as  they 
develop  elaborate  software 
projects. 

Senior  programming  courses 
are  designed  around  learning 
theories  of  authentic  learning  and 


€4 

III 

^^^ 

■^^■^il^^^l 

^^B^s 

a^^^Bv/ 

9— 

"^^^ 

i? 

^^^^^■-^ft! 

simultaneous  changes  other 
students  have  made  in  the  same 
file.  Additionally,  the  s\'stem 
allows  the  teacher  to  access  the 
students"  programmes  at  any  time, 
and  to  comment  and  suggest 
better  ways  of  dealing  with 
specific  problems. 

Communication  and 
Management:  On  Trac 
When  working  on  any  group 
project,  communication  is  critical 
if  we  are  to  ensure  certain  tasks  are 
completed  and  specific  issues  are 
properly  dealt  with.  Subversion  is 
partnered     with     a     Web-based 


social  learning.  Rather  than  learning  to  programme  isolated  project  management  and  issue-tracking  system  called  Trac. 

tasks,  students  work  on  substantial  projects.  Students  have  When  students  log  in  to  Trac,  they  get  a  timeline  of  any 

worked   on    network   games   such   as   Battleship;   strategy  changes  that  have  recently  happened,  and  new  or  closed 

games  with  computer  intelligence,  such  as  Othello  and  "tickets"  (bugs  or  to-do  items  that  need  to  be  addressed).  A 

chess;    adventure    games;    and    the    three-dimensional  student  can  pick  up  a  ticket  and  steer  his  work  for  a  period, 

animated  graphics  that  are  shown  at  the  Senior  School  When  finished  with  a  work  period,  the  student  can  update 


Prizegiving  ceremonies  in  June. 
Throughout  each  project,  students 
prepare  plans,  keep  logs  of  their  work, 
and  reflect  upon  their  successes  and 
problems,  in  order  to  articulate  fully 
their  learning  and  work  process  as  a 
portfolio.  Just  like  in  the  "real  world," 
several  students  will  work  on  a  single 
project  together,  requiring  them  to 
communicate  and  share  work  in  a  fluid 
manner.    Through   their  collaboration, 


"  With  Trac  and  Subversion,  the 

process  becomes  as  visible  as  the 

product.  The  focus  of  the  activity' 

can  be  placed  where  it  shouU  be: 

on  a  balance  of  both  the  learning 

process  and  the  product.  " 


the  ticket  with  comments  or  close  it  it 
the  problem  is  fixed. 

Trac  records  all  activity  on  a  projea 
and  allow  students  to  mark  and  follow 
issues. 

When  students  complete  a  project, 
it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  learning 
activity  that  they  reflect  upon  the 
process  to  review  what  thev  learned 
through  experience,  and  create  general 
understandings  of  the  skills  and  the 
the  students  acquire  more  than  just  basic  knowledge  of  knowledge  they  acquired.  Subversion  helps  with  this,  as  it 
computer  programming;  they  get  a  real  sense  of  what  it  is  saves  every  change  that  is  made.  Students  can  review  log 
like  to  work  on  and  help  steer  a  dynamic  group  project  from  files  and  review  what  the  actual  programme  looked  like  at 
its  inception  to  reali/.ation.  different  points  of  time  and  the  modifications  that  diflercnt 

Subversion  ==  Organization  people  made.  They  can  even  view,  side  by  side,  differences 

Organization  is  ihc  key  to  any  successful  project.  But  between  two  versions  and  examine  any  specific  file  to  see, 
staying  organized  is  difficult,  especially  for  teenage  boys,  line  by  line,  who  wrote  the  parts  of  a  programme  and  when. 
Thankfully,  we  get  help  in  our  programming  cour.se  from  an  It  is  often  said  that,  in  any  learning  .ictivit)-,  the  process 

open-source  software  package  named  Subversion,  is  as  important  as  the  product.  L'nfortunately.  it  is  also  often 
Subversion  allows  several  students  to  work  on  a  programme  the  case  that  ihe  product  is  more  visible  than  the  prixess. 
.separately  at  the  same  time.  When  a  student  saves  or  Frequently,  the  product  takes  the  predominant  focus  of  the 
"commit.s"  his  work,  he  fills  out  a  log  of  what  he  has  done,  activirv.  With  IVac  and  Subversion,  the  process  becomes  as 
and  the  .system  keeps  track  of  exactly  what  has  changed  visible  as  the  product.  Ihc  focus  of  the  activit)"  can  be 
from  one  version  to  the  next.  rhen.  Subversion  will  placed  where  it  should  be:  on  a  balance  of  both  the  learning 
automatically    merge    an\'    modifications    made    with    an\-      process  and  the  product. 
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NetSelwyn  enhances  learning,  improves  communication 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


The  "triangle  of  commitments"  that  has  long  been  an 
operating  principle  at  Selwyn  House  School  has  now 
been  launched  into  cyberspace.  Thanks  to  a 
programme  called  "NetClassroom,"  students  and  parents 
have  access  to  grades,  schedules  and  assignments  at  any  time 
via  a  private,  secure  Web  site. 

Customized  for  our  school  under  the  name 
"NetSelwyn,"  this  software  integrates  data  from  all  teachers. 
At  a  teacher's  discretion,  class  information  can  be  published 
to  the  school's  Web  site. 

The  benefits  for  the  student  are  profound.  Selv^yn 
House  is  in  transition  to  becoming  a  laptop  school.  Each 
student  in  Grades  7  to  10  now  has  his  own  laptop  computer 
that  he  carries  with  him  wherever  he  goes.  As  well,  two 
computer  labs  and  four  laptop  carts  furnish  all  other 
students  with  comprehensive  access  to  technology. 

These  computers  are  used  for  more  than  just  doing 
research  and  completing  homework;  a  student  can  also  use 
it  to  log  on  to  the  school's  central  database  and  keep  track 
of  his  upcoming  assignments  and  recent  test  scores. 

"Being  able  to  view  his  own  schedules  and  results 
immediately  over  the  Internet  is  a  motivating  factor,"  points 
out  Sylvie  Bastien-Doss,  Director  of  Admission  at  Selwyn 
House. 

"Getting  immediate  feedback  on  his  achievements  helps 


a  student  set  goals  for  each  day,"  agrees  George  Ladd, 
Middle  School  Assistant  Director. 

The  system  is  also  a  boon  for  the  parents,  who  can  now 
keep  tabs  on  their  son's  schoolwork  and  test  results  from 
home  via  NetSelwyn.  No  more  relying  on  the  student  to 
inform  the  parents  of  his  progress — the  information  is  all 
available  on  line  by  accessing  a  password-protected  page  of 
the  school's  Web  site. 

The  benefits  of  this  system  go  beyond  the  academic. 
Access  to  school  schedules  can  help  with  planning  family 
activities,  as  well.  "This  minimizes  the  conflict  between 
family  time  and  school  time,"  says  George  Ladd. 

Eventually,  it  will  be  possible  for  parents  to  go  on-line 
to  view  their  account  with  the  school's  business  office.  This 
information,  of  course,  is  all  password  protected. 

With  this  system,  parents  can  be  even  more  involved  in 
their  son's  education.  Likewise,  the  students  can  take  a  more 
proactive  approach  to  their  schoolwork. 

"This  system  does  not  replace  things  like  paper  report 
cards  or  telephone  calls  and  face-to-face  conversations 
between  parents  and  teachers,"  says  Brenda  Rilling,  head  of 
the  Selwyn  House  Computer  Department.  "But  it  provides 
an  additional  means  of  keeping  parents  and  students  well 
informed." 


Selwyn  House  Prefects  for  2004-2005 


Prefects  for  the 

2004-2005  school 

year,  from  left: 

Andrew 

Bloomfield, 

Niki  Thorpe, 

Mani  Alaei, 

Sung  Jun  Bae, 

Chris  Wong, 

Brendan  Munzar, 

Ben  Wilner, 

Phil  Clark  and 

Head  Prefect 

Stefan  Luu. 
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Senior      School      News 


H20  Island  a  trip  not  to  be  missed 

By  Mani  AJaei,  Grade  1 1 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  Grade  1 1  students  As  the  day  quickly  wound  to  a  finish,  we  sat  outside 

went  to  H20  Island,  situated  on  the  Riviere  Rouge,      around  the  campfirc,  with  the  instructors  playing  various 
rhis  recreational  trip  consisted  mostly  of  flat-water     instruments  while  we  shared  our  stories  about  what  we  had 
kayaking,  but  we  also  engaged  in  a  variety  of  other  activities,      done  that  day. 

When  we  first  arrived  at  H20,  everyone  was  surprised  The   following   morning,   our  class   went   swift-water 

by  the  small  size  of  our  island  home. 
Our  misgivings,  however,  couldn't  hold 
us  back.  Immediately  after  setting  up 
our  tents  and  exploring  the  various 
sections  of  the  island,  we  started  our 
first  activity.  Our  class  started  out  with 
"Rescue,"  an  activity  which  taught  us 
how  to  flip  our  kayak  over  and  turn  it 
right-side-up  again,  and  how  to  save 
someone  without  having  to  disembark 
from  our  own  kayak.  would  have  missed  out  on  a  lot. 

After  an  exhausting  day  ofkayaking,  we  set  off  for  a  new  On  the  ride  back  to  Montreal,  I  felt  that  our  minute 

activity:  rock  climbing.  The  rock  climbing  walls  were  campsite  had  given  me  much  more  than  I  could  have  e^'er 
designed  for  all  skill  levels,  which,  much  like  all  the  other  imagined.  I  had  learned  many  different  things  other  than 
activities  we  did,  allowed  us  students  to  choose  whether  or  simply  how  to  swim  and  kayak.  I  learned  to  tn.-  everything, 
not  we  would  want  to  challenge  the  higher  levels  of  even  though  1  may  be  reluctant  about  it,  because  you  never 
difficulty.  know  if  you'll  have  the  chance  to  tr)-  it  again. 


"  /  learned  to  try  everything, 
even  though  I  may  be  reluctant 

about  it,  because  you  never 

know  if  you'll  have  the  chance 

to  try  it  again.  " 


kayaking  and  swimming.  Though  the 
water  was  ver\'  cold  and  the  large  waves 
and  rocks  looked  ver)-  daunting,  we  all 
swam  and  kayaked  down  the  river. 
From  the  elevated  view  of  our  starting 
point,  the  trip  downstream  looked 
impossible.  However,  by  the  end  oi  the 
thirt}'  seconds  I  spent  battling  to  keep 
my  balance  in  my  kayak,  I  felt  that  it  1 
had   opted   out   o\  this   experience,   I 


The  Rescue.  Left:  Francesco  Sacco  prepares  to  be  dunked.  Right:  emerging  from  the  dunk. 
Sf/icY"  House  School  6  Thf  Parfiits'  XewsUttfr 


Dollsy  kings,  dreams  keep  students  enthralled  at  Stratford 


By  Pat  Shannon,  Senior  English  teacher 


Grade  10s  at  Stratford 


Guyi  and  Dolls,  Henry  VIII  and  A  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream  filled  our  playbill  this  year  for  what  would  be 
my  twenty-first  visit  to  the  Stratford  Festival. 
Happily,  this  combination  of  plays  proved  fairly 
entertaining.  The  boys,  certainly,  found  much  to  enjoy  in 
both  Guys  and  Midsummer  (both  about  courtship, 
essentially),  while  Henry,  through  no  fault  of  the  players, 
succeeded  chiefly  at  reminding  them  of  A  Man  for  All 
Seasons,  a  more  controversial  and  rewarding  narrative. 

Parents  must  sometimes  wonder  what  this  trip  is  for.  As 
is  true  of  both  the  Grade  9  and  Grade  1 1  outings,  the 
destination  and  the  plays  matter  less  than  the  voyage  out — 
three  days  to  reconnect  with  classmates.  Still,  the  plays  can 
make  or  break  the  trip,  and,  as  a  chaperone,  one  hopes  that 
the  verisimilitude  of  the  acting  is  more  engaging  than  what 
the  boys  see  around  them. 

I'd  say  it  was.  I  remember  a  specific  moment  when  this 
occurred  to  me,  in  fact.  Just  before  the  opening  scene  of 
Midsummer,  our  section  of  balcony  was  invaded  by  a  dozen 
teenage  girls,  their  chaperone  nowhere  near  "  Ihis  is  where 


we  lose  them,"  I  said  to  myself — but  the  opposite 
happened.  The  lights  went  down,  and  onto  a  thrust  stage 
decorated  like  a  ballroom  strode  a  couple  who  danced  a  sexy 
tango.  Here  before  us  was  an  ideal  that  entranced,  and  when 
the  play  ended  three  hours  later  the  boys  had  laughed  and 
smiled  at  a  dozen  scenes. 

Our  other  winner,  Guys  and  Dolls,  is  a  genuinely  funny 
and  touching  romance,  and  the  moment  the  plot  grew  stale 
or  predictable,  dancing  started.  Nicely-Nicely  Johnson  and 
his  consorts  use  the  word  "doll"  in  ever)'  third  sentence  (the 
missionary  doll,  Cynthia  Dale,  being  the  romantic  lead), 
and  the  song  list  (including  "Luck  Be  a  Lady")  moves  the 
plot  along  without  seeming  extraneous.  Favourite  moment? 
When  the  Salvation  Army  "general"  (the  older  doll)  breaks 
into  dance  herself. 

This  particular  class  is  said  to  be  among  the  most  genial 
that  Selwyn  House  has  seen,  and  their  conduct  proved  this 
true.  So,  thanks  to  the  boys — you  were  a  credit  to  your 
parents. 
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Senior      School      News 


Blumer  essay  fourth  in  Commonwealth 


This  year,  an  essay  written  by 
Sclwyn  House  Grade  9  student 
Nathaniel  Blumer  won  fourth 
place  overall  in  the  Commonwealth 
Essay  Competition.  Nathaniel  receives 
a  prize  of  £100  for  his  win. 

The  provincial  round  of  the 
competition,  held  in  the  spring  of 
2004,  marked  the  first  time  in  our 
school's  history  that  Selwyn  House 
students  took  first  place  in  three  out  of 
four  age  categories  in  the  Quebec  level 
of  the  competition.  In  all,  six  Selwyn 
House  students  were  among  the 
prizewinners  in  that  level  of  the 
competition. 

Gabriel  Maldoff  won  first  prize  in 
Class  A  (students  16  to  18  years  old), 
with  Lee  Rovinescu  2004  receiving  commendation  in  the 
same  class;  Moses  Tannenbaum  2004  won  first  in  Class  B 
(14-15);  Nathaniel  Blumer  won  first  place  in  Class  C 
(12-13),  while  Zachary  Shiller  won  second  place  in  the 
same  class.  Justin  Pascoe  was  commended  in  Class  D 
(under  12). 

At  the  world  level,  Vincent-Charles  Hodder,  Justin 
Pascoe  and  Zachary  Shiller  were  highly  commended  for 
their  essays.  Gavin  Kenneally,  Gabriel  Maldoff,  Lee 
Rovinescu,  David  Smuckcr,  Moses  Tannenbaum  and 
Charles  Vennat  received  commendation. 


Nathaniel  Blumer 


In  2003,  Moses  Tannenbaum  won 
third  place  in  his  age  class  at  the 
international  level  of  the  competition. 

A  short  excerpt  from  Nathaniel 
Blumer's  winning  essay  appears  below. 

A  Commonwealth  Ess"eh" 
For  the  past  three  years,  I  have  been 
spending  the  better  part  of  my  summer  at 
Raquette  Lake  Camp.  Raquette  Lake  is 
located  in  the  Adirondacks  of  New  York 
State.  Throughout  these  years,  I  have 
made  many  friends  and  feel  as  though  it's 
my  home  away  from  home.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  one  thing  that  Americam  can't 
seem  to  accept:  the  Canadian  use  of  "eh?" 
at  the  end  of  sentences.  Not  only  have 
they  no  idea  how  to  use   "eh?"  in  a 

sentence  or  what  possesses  us  to  say  it,  they  think  it's  a  big  joke. 

It's  bad  enough  they  think  we  live  in  igloos,  but  now  they've 

gone  too  far!  They  should  understand  it's  not  weird  to  us  and 

"eh?"  is  a  part  of  being  Canadian. 

We  should  nei'cr  forget  what  makes  Canadians  so  unique. 
"Eh?"  should  forever  remain  in  this  country  and  in  its  heart.  I 
speak  for  all  Canadians,  when  I  say  that  losing  "eh?"  would  be 
like  losing  our  identity.  Taking  away  a  Canadian's  "eh?"  is  like 
taking  away  something  special.  When  "eh?  "  is  being  criticized, 
stand  up  for  Canad^t. 


Bryan  Altman  wins  third  at  QSDA 


Bry.ui  Altman  9B  placed  third  in  the 
C^SDA  Public  Speaking  competition 
at  Loyola  High  School  on  November 
30,  2004.  Bryan  was  the  youngest 
competitor  at  this,  his  first-ever  tournament. 
He  had  to  compete  in  three  events: 
Impromptu  Speaking,  Interpretive  Reading 
(in  which  he  read  from  John  Wyndham's 
Tie  Chrysalids)  and  Persuasive  Speaking, 
where  he  competed  with  a  speech  on  sleep 
deprivation  in  adolescents  being  caused  by 
too  much  schoolwork. 

"  The  top  two  students  from  this 
tournament  get  to  go  to  the  Nationals  in 
Winnipeg    in    January,"    explains    Senior 


English  Department  Head  Kathi  Biggs. 
"The  winner  from  the  Loyola  competition  is 
unable  to  go  to  Winnipeg,  so  Bryan,  as  the 
alternate,  was  asked.  However,  we  decided 
he  should  not  go  this  year.  He  would  be  up 
against  mostly  Grade  12  students  from 
across  the  country,  and  he  does  not  have  the 
requisite  experience  in  debating,  in  which  hi 
would  also  have  to  compete  at  the  Nationals. 
'  Ihe  most  important  reason  not  to  go 
was  that  once  you  go.  you  cannot  go  back 
asrain,  and  we  felt  Brvan  has  a  strong  career 
ahead  of  him.  both  lor  next  year's 
Internationals,  which  well  be  hosting.  .\n\.\ 
at  next  vear's  qualifier  tor  the  Natit>nals. 


Br\an  .Mtnian 
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Expert  on  genocide  speaks  to  Seniors 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


On    November 
students    were 
explore      some 
provocative    topics 


26,    Grade     1 1 

encouraged    to 

timely      and 

when    they    were 


visited  by  a  world-renowned  expert  in 
the  prevention  and  prosecution  of 
genocide. 

Payam  Akhavan  holds  degrees  from 
the  law  schools  of  Harvard  and  the 
University  of  Toronto.  A  fellow  of  the 
Orville  H.  Schell,  Jr.  Centre  for 
International  Human  Rights  at  Yale  Law 
School  and  the  Yale  University  Genocide 
Prograni,  he  has  taught  courses  in 
genocide,  ethnic  conflict  and 
international  law.  His  article  "Beyond 
Impunity:  Can  International  Criminal 
Justice  Prevent  Future  Atrocities?"  has 
been  called  "one  of  the  most  significant...  essays  in 
contemporary  legal  studies."  Mr.  Akhavan  has  served  as  an 
advisor  to  the  United  Nations,  various  governments  and 
non-governmental  organizations  and  legal  bodies 
prosecuting  charges  of  genocide  around  the  world. 

"Human  rights  is  a  responsibility  for  all  of  us,  whatever 
field  of  work  we're  in,"  said  Mr.  Akhavan,  who  left  his 
native  Iran  with  his  family  at  age  10  in  the  wake  of  the 
revolution  of  1979.  He  is  now  a  citizen  of  Canada  and  Iran. 

"Because  of  September  11,  will  countries  like  the  US 
abuse  their  power  and  go  into  other  countries  and  enforce 
their  way?"  asked  Nick  Shouela. 

Mr.  Akhavan  declined  to  predict  the  future,  but  allowed 
that,  in  the  past  the  US  government  has  not  always  acted  in 
accordance  with  international  law.  The  American  military 


Mr.  Payam  Akhavan 


actions  in  Afghanistan  and  Iraq  were  of  a 
completely  different  nature,  he  said.  The 
world  community  supported  the 
invasion  of  Afghanistan  because  there 
was  a  clear  link  between  the  September 
1 1  attacks  and  suspects  who  were  being 
harboured  by  the  Taliban  government  in 
Afghanistan.  The  American  invasion  of 
Iraq  was  different,  Mr.  Akhavan  stated. 
"There  was  no  attack  (by  Iraq  against  the 
US)."  A  military  action  can  only  be 
justified  to  thwart  an  imminent  threat  or 
to  protect  collective  security,  he  said. 
Neither  situation  existed  with  respect  to 
Iraq  at  the  time  of  the  US  invasion. 

"Is  the  US  only  concerned  about 
terrorists  who  attack  the  US?"  asked 
Simon  Leblanc.  Mr.  Akhavan  agreed  that 


any  country  that  used  a  unilateral  approach  to  battling 
terrorism  would  be  heading  down  "the  slippery  slope  of 
lawlessness." 

Francesco  Sacco  asked  Mr.  Akhavan  if  he  were 
concerned  that  history  would  repeat  itself  and  human  rights 
abuses  would  continue  to  be  commonplace.  "We  have 
learned  some  lessons,"  Mr.  Akhavan  replied,  "but  probably 
not  enough."  The  role  of  "middle  powers"  in  preventing  this 
will  be  important,  he  said. 

Asked  by  Zachary  RoUand  if  he  were  optimistic  about 
the  future,  Mr.  Akhavan  responded  with  a  cryptic 
"Yes...  but." 

"I  wish  I  were  a  student  here,"  Mr.  Akhavan  told  the 
Selwyn  House  seniors.  "You  have  the  whole  world  ahead  of 
you." 


Debaters  do  well  in  Newfoundland 


On  Friday,  October  29,  Niki  Thorpe  and  Matthew 
Shadley  (both  Grade  1 1)  flew  to  Newfoundland  as 
one  of  six  teams  representing  Quebec  at  the  Senior 
National  Debating  Championships.  Forty-six  teams  frt)m 
all  across  Canada  would  be  debating  in  this  tournament. 

The  tournament  took  place  the  following  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  consisting  of  six  rounds  of  debating,  including  four 
impromptu  rounds. 

Although  they  lost  the  two  prepared  rounds  against 
teams   from    British   Colombia   and  Alberta,   the   Selwyn 


House  debaters  won  three  of  the  four  impromptu  rounds, 
including  one  against  the  top  team  in  Quebec. 

Although  they  had  qualified  last  in  Quebec,  Thorpe 
and  Shadley  succeeded  in  beating  rwo  other  Quebec  teams 
by  finishing  twent)'-knirth.  Individually,  Thorpe  ranked 
fortieth  and  Shadley  ranked  fifty-second  out  ol  ninety-two 
speakers. 

"Debating  at  this  high  level  and  meeting  other  students 
from  across  Canada  was  a  very  good  experience  for  us,  and 
we  enjoyed  our  stay  in  St.  John's,"  says  Niki  Thorpe. 
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Robotics:  SHS  racks  up  points y  misses  finals  by  an  inch 


Bv  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


It  was  not  what  you'd  call  an 
"elegant"  design.  More  like  "crude 
but  effective." 

With  this  approach,  the  Selwyn 
House  robot  took  the  school's  team  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  finals  in  the  CRC 
Robotics  Competition  on  February  17 
through  19. 

The  game  for  this  year's 
competition  was  called  Targeau- 
Bonseye.  In  it,  teams  had  to  design  and 
build  a  robot  capable  of  depositing 
scoring  pieces  onto  a  rotating  target 
platform  that  resembled  the  house  in  a 
curling  game.  That  part  was  simple. 
The  hard  part  was  inventing  a  design 
that  could  undercut  the  competition. 

None  of  the  teams  knew  in 
advance  what  the  other  teams'  designs 
would  look  like. 

Each  team  was  free  to  design  its 
own  scoring  pieces,  as  long  as  they  met 
minimum  size  requirements.  The 
challenge:  to  design  scoring  pieces  that 
could  not  be  swept  away  by  an 
opponent  after  having  landed  on  the 
target.  Also,  each  team  had  to  design  a 
container  for  its  scoring  pieces,  and 
devi.se  its  own  method  of  launching 
the  pieces  onto  the  target. 

The  Selwyn  House  solution: 
design  a  storage  container  that  works 
like  a  rack  to  hold  the  scoring  pieces, 
then  diMiip  the  storage  rack  onto  the 
target  along  with  its  contents.  Ihe  rack 
then  lies  on  top  of  the  scoring  pieces, 
protecting  them  from  being  swept 
away. 

The  SHS  scoring  pieces  were  made 
from  coat  hangers — stable,  lightweight 
and  big  enough  to  meet  the  size  rules. 
The  rack,  which  looked  like  an 
oversized  dishwasher  rack,  contained 
more  than  300  ol  these  pieces  when 
fully  loaded. 

The  game  pi.m  was  simple:  drive 
the  robot  up  to  the  edge  ot  the  target 
zone,  wait  until  the  posts  that  guard 
the  rotating  bull's  eye  are  in  the  right 


A  team  of  Grade  10  and  11  students  assemble  the  chassis  of  the  Selw^-n 

House  robot.  From  left:  Philip  Tsoukas  lOA,  Stephen  Tsoukas  lOA,  Gavin 

Kenneally  10  C,  Olivier  Saleh  1 IC,  Alex  Hayne  1  lA 

and  Vincent-Charles  Hodder  IOC. 


position,  and  "timber"  the  rack  is 
toppled  onto  its  target  with  a  crash. 
Then  sit  back  and  wait  while 
opponents  mount  a  futile  resistance 
and  the  scorers  count  the  points.  It  was 
an  all-or-nothing  strateg)-  that  paid  oft 
in  most  heats. 

The  rack  design  was  "much  more 
ingenious  than  other  teams  gave  them 
credit  for,"  said  SHS  science  teacher 
Tom  Downey  afterward.  "It  was  ugly, 
and  it  was  ftustrating  lor  the  scoring 
judges,  but  it  was  a  smart  idea.  Other 
teams  had  considered  the  rack 
approach,  but  our  team  w.is  the  only 
one  that  actually  used  it. " 

"The  teams  that  can  think  on  their 
feet  do  best,  Mr.  lorn  Howney  points 
out.  Those  that  make  it  to  the  finals  are 
often  those  that  can  go  back  to  the 
drawing  board  and  refine  their  design 
if  it's  not  working. 

As  earlv  .is  Saturdav  mornin"   it 


looked  like  the  SHS  team  might 
already  be  out  of  the  running.  "They 
fought  back  and  made  it  into  the 
semifinals,"  says  Mr.  Downey.  "They 
had  been  improving  the  robot  all  the 
time,  and  they  scored  much  higher  on 
Saturday  afternoon  than  they  had  on 
Friday." 

The  Gr)-phons  got  a  bad  break  in 
the  last  heat.  One  scoring  piece  was 
less  than  an  inch  from  the  bulls  eye.  If 
it  h.id  hit,  it  would  have  doubled  their 
score  and  they  would  have  ad\-anced  to 
the  finals. 

.As  it  was,  Selwyn  House  came  in 
fifth  out  of  twent\'-one  teams  in  the 
actual  game.  Other  components  of  the 
competition  determine  a  school's 
overall  standing.  SHS  placed  fourth  in 
Web  page  design,  with  the  team's 
journal  taking  fifth.  The  Gyphons 
placed  further  down  the  pack  with 
their  kiosk  and  video. 
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Overall,  Selwyn  House 
placed  seventh.  Last  year  the  | 
Gryphons  came  in  third,  but 
that  was  the  first  time  in  ten 
years  of  competition  that 
they  had  finished  in  the  top 
ten. 

Mr.  Downey  rates  this 
year's  crew  as  among  the 
school's  best  for  teamwork. 

"We  felt  they  did  a  great 
job,"  he  says.  "When 
problems  arose  they  looked 
for  a  solution,  rather  than 
getting  frustrated.  They  were 
a  pleasure  to  work  with. " 

Over  the  course  of  the 
three-day  event,  a  spirit  of 
camaraderie  develops  among 
opposing  teams,  as  well. 

One  of  the  rookie  teams, 
Ecole  St-Luc,  was  not  able  to 
get  their  trouble-plagued 
robot  onto  the  court  until 
the  seventh  of  eight  heats. 
When  they  finally  made  it 
onto  the  court,  hundreds  of 
spectators  and  competitors 
broke  into  a  spontaneous 
cheer  that  drowned  out  the 
announcers'  loudspeakers, 
Mr.  Downey  recalls. 

"We  don't  teach  that  to 
the  kids,"  he  says.  "They 
teach  themselves." 

Mr.  Downey  pointed  out 
that  the  organizational 
accomplishments  of  the  host 
school,  John  Rennie  High 
School  in  Pointe  Claire,  were 
"tremendous. " 

"That  was  apparent  in 
how  smoothly  the  weekend 
ran,"  he  says. 

For  more,  go  to  the  SHS 
Web  site  at  www.selwyn.ca 


Pilot  Dan  Janusauskas  lOA  and  spotter  Mani  Alaei  1  lA 
manoeuvre  the  robot  as  it  carries  the  rack  into  position. 


James  Coulton  IIB  (right),  head  of  the  building  team, 
makes  a  last-minute  modification  in  the  pits  between  heats. 
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SHS  hits  high  numbers  in  math  competitions 


By  Andy  Lumsden,  Head,  Senior  Mathematics  Department 


On  February  23,  2005  we 
again  entered  all  our 
Grade  9,  10  and  11 
students  in  the  University  of 
Waterloo's  Canadian  Mathematics 
Competition.  There  is  a  separate 
contest  for  each  grade  level.  The  9s 
write  the  Pascal  Contest,  the  10s 
the  Cayley  and  the  1  Is  the  Fermat. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Litvack 
enrolled  his  Grade  1  1  calculus 
students  in  the  Euclid  Contest, 
which  is  written  for  Grade  12  and 
CEGHP  students.  The  best  three 
scores  belonged  to  Stefan  Luu, 
Niki  Thorpe  and  Alex  Haync, 
giving  them  an  aggregate  score  ot 
212  to  tie  for  third  in  the 
province,  and  making  Sclwyn 
House  the  highest-ranking  of  the 
high  schools  that  participated. 
Stefan  and  Niki  placed  on  the 
provincial  Honour  Roll. 

Chris  Wong,  Nan  Xie  and 
Sung  Jun  Bae  had  the  best  results 
on  the  Grade  1 1  Fermat  Contest, 
which  gave  the  school  a  seventh 
place  showing  provincially. 

In  Grade  10,  the  "team"  of 
Bryan  Wong,  Rohan  Rakheja  and 
Kyle  Burrows  had  an  aggregate 
score  of  381  out  of  a  maximum 
possible  450.  Fhis  gave  them  a 
third  place  provincially  out  of 
about  loo  schools. 

Finally,  among  the  Grade  9s, 
Geoffrey  G rover,  Paul  Nobel  and 
David  Ta  Kim  had  the  best  results 
in  the  grade,  giving  the  school 
seventh  place  provincially. 

These  young  men  deserve 
congratulations  for  their  success 
and  all  the  boys  are  to  be 
commended  for  doing  the  contest, 
even  if  math  is  not  their  forte. 

Finally,  if  18%  of  42  is  equal 
to  27%  of  X,  then  the  value  of  x  is 

(8c  :J-^a\su\7) 


From  left:  Senior  math  teacher  Bruce  Glasspoole  presents  certificates  to  Grade 
10  mathematicians  Bryan  Wong,  Rohan  Rakheja  and  Kyle  Burrows. 


Lawrence  Said  a  remporte 
la  premiere  place  a  QAIS 


L 


awrence  Said   IOC  a  remporte  la   premiere 
place  du  Concours  d'art  oratoirc  du  QAIS. 


«Sommes-nous  rcellement  plus  heureux 
aujourd'hui  qu'il  y  a  cent  ans?»  Voici  Ic  sujet  choisi 
du  gagnant  du  concours  dart  oratoire  a  lecole 
Sacre-Coeur  le  jeudi  17  fevrier  dernier.  Au  total.  1.^ 
ecoles  participaient  a  la  competition,  y  compris 
l.CC],  F'CS,  Loyola  et  Sacre-Coeur. 

Le  president  du  jury  constatait  que  "laisance 
naturcllc"  de  Lawrence,  aurait  contribuc 
gi.indcmcnt  a  son  succ^s. 

"Lawrence  ,s"est  merite  la  victoire  devant  dou/e 
candidats  dun  excellent  niveau,"  dit  professeur 
Hric  Dava/e.  "Bravo,  Lawrence- 


Lawrence  Said 
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NexuSy  NexuSy  read  all  about  it! 


Bv  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


When  was  the  last  time 
you  read  a  newspaper 
or  magazine  that  was 
produced  solely  for  the  love  of 
communication? 

Several  weeks  ago,  when 
phys.  ed.  teacher  Peter  Govan 
asked  for  volunteers  to  revive 
Nexus,  a  Selwyn  House  student 
newspaper  that  had  been  out  of 
publication  for  several  years, 
Grade  1 1  students  Francesco 
Sacco,  Harry-Derek  Gurberg 
and  Nicholas  Shouela  put  their 
hands  up  and  their  heads 
together  and  banged  out  the  first 
issue  in  a  few  nerve-wracking 
days  in  early  March. 

Their  efforts  are  entirely 
voluntary.  None  of  the 
participants  receives  any  credit  or 
compensation  for  what  he 
does — only  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  interesting  ideas 

committed  to  print. 

As  soon  as  the  call  for 
submissions    went    out,    news 

articles,  opinion  pieces,  sports  reports  and  commentaries, 
movie  and  television  reviews  and  poett)'  all  began  to  land  in 
the  editors'  laptops.  By  the  time  the  first  issue  went  to  press, 
their  beat  had  expanded  to  include  articles  by  teachers,  Old 
Boys,  and  students  from  The  Study.  For 
the  next  installment,  the  contributors' 
list   may   expand   to   include   students 
from  Sacred  Heart. 

The  newspaper's  production 
methods  are  still  in  the  developing 
stages.    With    help    from    computer 


From  left,  Nicholas  Shouela  IIB,  Francesco  Sacco  IIB  and  Harry-Derek  Gurberg 
lie  peruse  their  first  issue  to  plan  what  they'll  do  differently  next  time. 

unstructured  manner,  says  Francesco  Sacco.  Copy  editing, 
he  says,  is  done  by  "whoever  gets  there  first." 
"The  layout  was  the  hardest  part, "  he  adds. 
"It  was  long  and  tedious  work,"  says  Nick  Shouela.  All 
agree  they'll  budget  more  time  for  this 
thankless  task  when  they  compile  their 
next  issue. 

As  in  many  student  newspapers, 
opinions  in  Nexus  are  strong  and  free. 
The  first  issue  contains  critiques  of 
everything  from  school  facilities,  to  an 
obsession  with  computers  in  education. 


"We  didn't  dictate  content  or 

opinions.  We  wanted  to  leave 

that  open  to  the  writer. " 


science    teacher    Scott    Morrison,    the 

pages  were  laid  out  using  Microsoft  Word,  and  the  copies     to  American  foreign  policy. 


printed  out  on  a  photocopier. 

The  editors  say  they  have  no  illusions  of  publishing 
perfect  prose,  that  the  spirit  of  the  writing  is  more 
important  than  the  finer  points  of  punctuation.  "It's  a 
student  newspaper,"  stresses  Francesco  Sacco.  "There's 
always  going  to  be  mistakes,  but  that  adds  to  it." 

"We  wanted  [the  work]  to  sound  like  the  student  who 
wrote  it,"  adds  Nicholas  Shouela. 

The  publishing  chores  are  handled  in  a  cooperative, 


'We  didn't  dictate  content  or  opinions,"  says  Harr\'- 
Derek  Gurberg.  "We  wanted  to  leave  that  open  to  the 
writer." 

The  editors  agree  they've  gotten  positive  feedback  from 
everyone  who  has  picked  up  the  new  paper. 

Has  the  experience  made  any  of  them  consider 
journalism  as  a  career?  Knowing  glances  are  exchanged 
before  even  one  of  the  young  scribes  will  admit  to  any 
journalistic  aspirations.  "Well...  it  made  me  think  about  it." 
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New  Ventures  Fair:  musicy  foody  fashion  and  more 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


Judging  by  the  projects  at 
the  third  annual  New 
Ventures  Fair  on  April  13, 
today's  students  demand  good 
food  and  good  music,  and  they 
want  it  all  in  style. 

When  high  school  students 
enter  a  contest  to  conceive  and 
plan  a  new  business  venture, 
they  usually  go  with  what  they 
know:  one  another.  Of  the 
eight  projects  entered  in  this 
year's  New  Ventures  Fair,  two 
(i-Power  and  Pod  Pocket) 
involved  designing  and 
manufacturing  accessories  for 
the  popular  iPod  music  players. 


^1     ^^^^^^^  "'"^ 
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Jon  Shen  IIB  (left)  and  Mani  Alaei  1  lA 
of  iPower 


charity  fundraisers. 

Prize  winners  were: 

Best  Prototype  -  FoxEye 
PC  (Joseph  Kucera,  Nick 
Schouela  and  Ted  McConnell 
of  Selwyn  House) 

Best  Non-Profit  Business  - 
Double  Beat  (Cassandra  Cook. 
Katie  Lewis,  Lauren  Gorski 
and  Julie  Hantson  of  Miss 
Edgars  and  Miss  Cramp's 
School) 

Most  Original  -  iPower 
(Mani  Alaei,  Jon  Shen  and 
Nan  Xie  of  Selwyn  House) 

Most  Viable  -  Pod  Pocket 
(Chloe  Kangas.  Jessica  Ng  and 


two  (Chez  Les  Onzes  and  Healthy  DLight)  planned  to     Sarah  Smith  of  ECS) 
inject  a  broader  selection  of  good  food  into  their  school  Best  Presentation  -  Pursona  (Lesley  Bergman,  Jaclyn 

cafeteria,    and    one    (Pursona)    offered    custom-made     MacKenzie,  Jill  Pancer  and  Alex  Lazar  of  ECS) 
designer  purses.  Best  Business  Plan  -  Healthy  DLight  (Sandy  Naami. 

Two  projects  seemed  to  zero  in  on  an  older  target     Celia  Bryson,  Alfee  Kaufman  and  Tara  Asfour  of  ECS) 
market,    with    different    health    needs    and    charity  Best     Financial     Plan     -     Heart     Sate     (Andrew 

involvements  from   those  of  the  students  themselves.     Bloomfield,    Aaron    Besner   and    Francesco    Sacco    of 
One  of  these  projects.  Heart  Safe,  proposed  building     Selwyn  House) 

heart  monitors  that  could  be  integrated  into  cellular  Best    Marketing    Plan    -    Chez    Les    Onzes    (Sam 

phones;    another.    Double    Beat,    would    manufacture     Eidinger,    Erin    Wahed,    Jade    Reznick    and   Victoria 
high-quality   gift    items    to    be    used    as    incentives   by     Korsos  of  ECS) 

Best  Business  -  Chez  Les  Onzes 

"The  New  Ventures  Fair  was  a  lot  of 
work — both  for  me  and  the  students — 
but  it  was  worth  it,  says  Senior 
economics/geography  teacher  Mark 
Watson,  who  was  in  charge  o\  this  years 
New  Ventures  Fair.  "With  the 
opportunity  to  have  their  business  plans 
judged  bv  volunteers  from  the  Montreal 
business  community,  the  students  get 
I  he  same  sort  ot  feedback  they  would 
from  making  a  real  business  pitch.  They 
are  not  always  happy  with  the 
comments,  but  they  seldom  dispute 
them.  It  was  a  lot  of  tun  to  see  the 
creative,  innovative  ideas  presented  by 
these  aspiring  entrepreneurs,  ideas  that 
ran  the  gamut  from  simple  cottage 
industries  like  the  designer  iPod  skins, 
to  cuttine-edse  tcchnolo£!v  like  the  solar 
powered  iPod  recharger  skin." 


From  left:  Fed  McConnell  1  lA,  Joseph  Kucera  1 IC 
and  Nicholas  Schouela  1 1 B  of  FoxEve  PC. 
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Senior  Players  present  saucy  comedy 


On   May  5   through  7,   the  Senior  Veritas   Players 
presented    Sauce  for   the    Goose,    a    farce    about 
marriage,  fidelity  and  society  written  by  Georges 
Feydeau. 

For  the  first  time,  the  play  was  staged  not  in  Coristine 
Hall,  but  at  a  fully  equipped  professional  theatre,  the  120- 
seat  Monument-National  Theatre  in  the  Studio  Hydro 
Quebec  on  St-Laurent  Street. 


"Confusion  reigns  in  a  disreputable  hotel  as  a  gaggle  of 
philandering  Parisians  struggled  to  conceal  their 
indiscretions  from  their  spouses,"  reads  the  synopsis. 

"Untrustworthy  husbands,  betrayed  wives  artful 
servants  and  crazed  Germans  demonstrate  why  the 
"naughty  nineties"  were  so  named,  as  master  French  farceur 
Feydeaus  sparkling  play  switches  from  riotous  farce  to 
barbed  social  satire." 


Top  left:  Jamie  Bloomfleld  9C  and  Sabrina  Ali  from  The  Study. 

Above  right,  Ben  Wilner  IIC  and  Zachary  Rosenthal  9A.  Left: 

Georges  Greiche  9B,  Shreyas  Sukumar  lOA  and  Jon  Mechanic 

lOA.  Below  right:  Will  Harris  9A  and  Jamie  Bioomfield. 
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Career  Day  2005:  Student  Impressions 


Paul  Starke  '90 


who  was  born  in  Swirzerland.  He  is  the 
father  of  Selwyn  House  Grade  3 
teacher  Patrizia  Genoni.  Also  ver\' 
successful  in  the  business  world,  he  had 
some  wisdom  to  share,  as  well.  Able  to 
speak  four  different  languages  fluently. 
Dr.  Genoni  said  that  knowing  different 
languages  makes  communication 
easier,  which  is  a  tremendous  help  in 
the  business  world.  He  also  spoke 
about  the  importance  of  enjoying  what 
you  do  and  being  passionate  about 
your  job. 

In  conclusion,  both  Mr.  Gervais 
and  Dr.  Genoni  gave  the  students 
wonderfiil  insight  on  how  to  succeed  in 


Senior  School  students  were  fortunate 
to  hear  a  number  of  interesting 
speakers  on  Career  Day,  April  20, 
2005.  The  following  are  some  of  their 
impressions  oj  the  day. 

On  Career  Day,  I  had  the  j^lcasurc 
of  listening  to  Jerry  Covicnsky,  an 
architect  who  is  also  an  SHS  parent. 
His  talk  was  very  interesting  and 
informative. 

Mr.  Coviensky's  presentation  was 
very  well  laid  out,  and  it  explained 
every  step  involved  in  designing  a 
building,  from  the  first  sketch  to  the 
final  working  plans.  It  was  especially 

interesting  for  me,  because   1  would  like  to  become  an  the  business  world.  Their  tips  and  pointers  will  no  doubt 

architect  later  in  life.  He  explained  that  there  are  two  types  help  students  in  the  years  to  come  and  lead  to  a  bright 

of  architects:  art  and  math  architects.  Since  I  am  better  on  future.  —  Mark  Sadaka,  Grade  10 

the  art  side,  that  seems  the  better  choice  for  me. 

1    also    enjoyed    listening    to    Bryan    Fitzpatrick,    an  Kicking  off  this  year's  science  and  medical  portion  of 

engineer  who  works  for  AXOR.  His  talk  was  fascinating.  He  Career   Day  was   Dr.    Koenraad    Blot.    Following  a   brief 

has  worked  on  a  wide  range  of  projects.  It  was  interesting  to  summary  of  his  life  and  career.  Dr.  Blot  then  discussed  his 

first  hear  from  an  architect  about  how  to  design  a  building,  experiences    with    Medecins    sans    Frontieres    (Doctors 

and   afterward    to    hear   from    an    engineer  who   actually  Without  Borders),  an  independent  international  medical 

constructs  the  buildings.   Mr.   Fitzpatrick  has  worked  on  relief  organization.  He  has  spent  much  time  in  povert)-- 

projects  ranging  from  hydroelectric  dams  to  embassies,  and  stricken   countries    in   Africa,   such   as   Mali,    Sudan   and 

has  traveled  to  places  such  as  Thailand  and  Eg)'pt  during  his  Fllthiopia,  and  he  described  the  emotional  toll  that  this  job 

career.  Overall,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  a  pleasure  to  listen  to.  took  on  him.  Following  this  period  in  his  life.  Dr.  Blot  took 

-  Ryan  Maclean,  Grade  10  a  job  at  Pfizer,  a  research-based  pharmaceutical  company. 

This  job  eventuallv  led  him  to  Ntontreal,  where  he  resides 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  hear  two  wonderful  guest  tod,iy.  Dr.  Blots  son  is  currently  attending  Selwyn  House, 
speakers  on  Career  Day.  Also  part  of  the  medical  option  on  Career  Day  was 

The  first  was  Robert  Gervais,  president  and  CEO  of  Michael  McHugh.  A  1%7  graduate  of  Selwyn  House,  he 

Pre21\)st.  He  is  the  brother  of  Selwyn  House  Kindergarten  began  his  talk  with  a  very  brief  recap  of  his  early  career.  He 

teacher  Nathalie  Gervais.  Starting  his  career  in  the  arts,  Mr.  then  went  on  to  his  current  medical  interest.  An  avid  reader 

Gervais    made    a    very    successful    movie    about    Jackie  and  researcher,  Mr.  McHugh  explained  how  his  research 

Robinson.  However,  he  wanted  a  change  of  scenery  and  had  somehow  led  him  to  learn  about  a  substance  known  as 

decided  to  go  back  to  school  and  learn  the  basics  of  fmance.  Omega  3,  a  sort  of  stimulator  that  had  had  a  positive  benefit 

He  began  a  small  business  with  a  friend,  and  his  company  for   his   son.    All    this   led    up   to   his   final    message   that 

has   lloinishcd   to   this  day.  To  add   to   his  already  well-  oftentimes  one's  career  somehow  meshes  with  life, 
rounded  resume,  he  entered  politics  in  2003  and  ran  for  the  This   year,    we   were    lucky   enough    to    hear    former 

Conservative  Partv.  Montreal  Canadiens  defenceman  Stephane  Quintal  speak. 

Having  experience  in  many  fields,  Mr.  Gervais  was  able  He  began  with  a  short  ViXV^  m.ide  for  his  lOOOth  game  in 

to  give  us  good  tips  and  suggestions  on  how  to  be  successful  the  NHL.  Following  the  tribute,  he  invited  students  to  ask 

in    the   world    nowadavs.    Stressing   social    skills   and    the  questions.  Being  understandably  eager  to  he  in  the  presence 

importance   of   enjcn'int;  voiu'   job,    his   speech   was   very  of  a  professional  athlete,  the  students   hands  shot  up.  He 

insightful  and  helpful.  answered  questions  about  his  playing  career,   his  on-icc 

I  he  second  speaker  1  heard  was  Dr.  Marco  Genoni.  experiences,  and  the  ongoing  players'  lockout.  Mr.  Quintal 
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Career  Day  2005 


was  able  to  provide  a  firsthand  account 
of  the  developments  of  the  labour 
dispute,  plus  other  details  about  what 
it's  like  to  be  an  NHL  player. 

Officer     Guy     Bianchi     of     the 


le  Engines 

ame  engine  is  a  trigon' 
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Montreal   Police   Department  gave   an      wolves  a  massi«  amount  of  h<| 


interesting  talk  about  police  work. 
Animated  and  easygoing  throughout 
his  presentation,  Officer  Bianchi 
summarized  his  career  in  law 
enforcement.  Starting  out  as  an 
undercover  cop,  he  eventually  moved 
on  to  being  a  detective,  the  position  he 
currently  occupies.  The  students  were 
obviously  curious  about  his  experiences 
in  the  field.  Officer  Bianchi  explained 


Alex  Hyder  77 


small  salary.  These  Crown  Prosecutors 
are  basically  the  equivalent  of  the 
District  Attorneys  in  the  U.S. 

The  second  Career  Day  speaker  I 
had  the  honour  of  listening  to  was 
Robert  Emond,  a  1986  graduate  of 
Selwyn  House  who  is  now  a  lawyer 
with  Foreign  Affairs.  He  once  worked 
with  the  Canadian  Embassy  in  China, 
and  helped  resolve  Canadian  issues  in 
that  country.  He  speaks  fluent 
Chinese,  having  gone  to  school  for  two 
years  to  learn  the  language. 

One  speaker  I  listened  to  in  the 
second  hour  was  a  lawyer  named  Yan 
Besner.  He  is  a  rookie,  working  two 


that,  luckily,  he  had  never  been  shot.  His  unusual  optimism     years  at  his  law  firm,  one  that's  been  around  for  at  least  fifty 


about  society  captivated  the  audience.  Finally,  he  assured 
the  listeners  that  Montreal  was  indeed  a  safe  cit)'  in  which 
to  live.  —  Stefan  Luu,  Grade  1 1 

"A   really   interesting   presentation"    is   all    I    can   say, 
because  Alex  Hyder  taught  us  students  about  the  behind- 
the-scenes    in    his    line    of  work,    which    is   video    game     experiences  working  on  the  show,  meeting  famous  actors 
programming.    I    really    wanted    to    see    Mr.     Hyder's     who   have   guest-starred   on    the   show.   What  was   really 


years.  He  was  well  prepared,  and  gave  his  listeners  some 
good  tips  on  how  to  succeed  in  the  business  world.  He 
handles  cases  in  real  estate. 

The  one  speaker  I  was  very  much  looking  forward  to 
meeting  was  Paul  Starke,  the  producer  of  the  ABC  daytime 
talk  show.   The  Tony  Danza  Show.  He  shared  with  us  his 


presentation  because  I  was  thinking  of  becoming  a  game 
programmer  later  on.  He  explained  everything  I  wanted  to 
know,  and  informed  me  about  the  things  I  didn't  know 
about  the  job.  For  instance,  as  a  game  programmer,  one 
needs  to  know  his  math.  That  was  one  point  he  kept  on 
stressing  throughout  his  presentation,  but  is  something  I 
didn't  know  about  this  kind  of  job.  That's  why  Career  Day 
is  so  good,  you  learn  about  the  requirements  of  the  job  and 
the  strengths  needed.  One  very  important  lesson  learned 
during  Mr.  Hyder's  presentation  was:  "Learn  the  basics  well 
in  school,  because  without  the  basics,  everything  collapses 
later  on. "  -  Christopher  Yee  Wong,  Grade  1 1 


interesting  about  Paul  Starke  was  not  the  fact  that  he  got  to 
meet  actors  or  famous  people,  but  the  fact  that  he  was  able 
to  connect  with  the  audience.  He  explained  to  the  Selwyn 
House  students  that  there  is  a  good  job  for  everyone,  no 
matter  what  your  marks  at  school  may  be.  He  had  great 
charisma,  and  was  a  great  speaker  to  end  Career  Day. 

All  in  all,  I  was  greatly  pleased  with  my  Career  Day 
choices  and  I  am  already  looking  forward  to  next  year. 

—  Gerald  Kounadis,  Grade  9 


I  didn't  know  what  to  expect  from  Career  Day,  and  I 
have  to  say  that  I  found  it  quite  interesting,  and  definitely 
worth  the  experience.  Mr.  Black,  an  Old  Boy  from  the  Class 
Attending  my  first  Career  Day  speech,  I  really  had  no  of  1979  who  now  works  for  Virgin  Mobile,  showed  me  just 
idea  what  to  expect.  I  had  never  listened  to  a  Career  Day  how  exciting  a  future  career  can  be.  Out  ol  the  four 
speech  before.  In  the  first  hour,  I  chose  to  listen  to  two  professions  that  1  witnessed,  the  most  impressive  was  that  of 
lawyers,  France  Beauchamp  and  Robert  Emond.  I  have  a  volunteer  for  Ile-Sans-Fils,  an  organization  that  strives  to 
always  been  highly  interested  in  learning  about  prosecutors  extend  wireless  Internet  throughout  Montreal.  Mr.  Rossy, 
and  the  kind  of  job  they  did.  Ms.  Beauchamp  had  once  from  Dollarama,  however,  won  the  support  of  most  of  the 
worked  a  case  in  Chicoutimi,  where  she  prosecuted  26  groups  with  his  giveaway  toolboxes  containing  a  wide 
accused  drug  dealers.  The  case  had  been  going  on  for  rvvo  assortment  of  everyday  items  (pens,  batteries,  sunglasses, 
years,  and  has  just  recently  finished.  She  was  more  than  etc.).  All  in  all,  I  have  to  say  that  the  future  looks  prett)' 
happy  to  answer  any  questions.  She  is  what  we  call  a  Crown  hopeful,  from  their  point  of  view  at  least. 
Prosecutor,  and  works  for  the  government  and  receives  a  —  Nathaniel  Blumer,  Grade  9 
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Senior  Honour  Roll  —  First  Trimester 


To  be  named  to  the  Honour 
Roll,  a  student  must  attain  a 
grade  average  of  80  or  above. 
A  student  attaining  an 
average  of  90  or  above  is 
given  High  Honours. 


Grade  9 

Nathaniel  Blumer 
Alec  Brillon 
Kamran  Chaudhry 
David  Chen 
Karan  Chharwal 
Andrew  Fitzpatrick 
Geoffrey  Grover 
Justin  Hagen 
Andrei  Jones 
Gerald  Kounadis 
Olivier  Laroche 
Patrick  Levy 
William  MacCulloch 
Jonathan  MacDougall 
Luca  Mclnychuk 
Samuel  Mihalcioiu 
Marc  Minogue 
Paul  Nobel 
Matthew  Palardy 
Andrew  Pancer 


Ryan  Quinn 

David  Rappaport 

Zachary  Rosenthal 

James  Rossy 

Frederic  Saleh 

Neil  Verma 

Matthew  Vesnavcr 

Daniel  Wolfe 

High  Honours,  Grade  9 

Alexander  Kim 

David  Ta  Kim 

Grade  10 

Jonas  Briedis 
Philip  Cabana 
Nicholas  Cabana 
Wynnyn  Chan 
Christopher  Codina-Lucia 
Nicolas  Congram 
Christopher  DesRosiers 
Julien  Dumont 
Enoch  Ho 

Vincent-Charles  Hodder 
Daniel  Janusauskas 
Gavin  Kenneally 
Jason  Leopold 
Ryan  MacLean 
Jonathan  Mechanic 
Alessandro  Melotti 


Stefan  Papich 

Andrew  Pelekis 

Mark  Sadaka 

Anthony  lang 

Philip  Tsoukas 

Stephen  Tsoukas 

Bryan  Wong 

Nicholas  Wybo 

Andrew  Zakhar 

High  Honours,  Grade  10 

Robert  Abelson 

Samer  Balaghi 

Kyle  Burrows 

James  Duffy 

Ross  Gelber 

Robert  Hinrichsen 

Brian  Lin 

Thang  Nguyen 

Rohan  Rakheja 

Lawrence  Said 

Honour  Roll,  Grade  1 1 

Mani  Alaci 
Jordan  Airman 
Sung  Jun  Bae 
Aaron  Besner 
Andrew  Bioomficld 
Christopher  Caldareri 
Paul  Chamandy-Cook 


Rabib  Chaudhury 

Jason  Coviensky 

Aaron  Esterson 

Harn.-  Gurberg 

Alexander  Hayne 

Brian  Hodhod 

Joseph  Kucera 

Charles  Madon 

Patrick  Malouf 

Theodore  McConnell 

Brendan  Munzar 

Ahmad  Odeh 

Zachar)'  Rolland 

Olivier  Saleh 

Nicholas  Schouela 

Jonathan  Shen 

Philip  Smith 

Benjamin  Wilner 

Christopher  Wong 

Nan  Xie 

High  Honours,  Grade  1 1 

Stefan  Luu 

Nicholas  Thorpe 


Big  Brothers  a  rewarding  programme 


By  Harry-Derek  Gurberg  11 C 


Being  one  of  the  three  heads  of 
ihc  Big  Brother  programme  I 
can  safely  say  to  anyone  that  it  is 
absolutely  fantastic.  I  cannot  think  of  a 
better  way  of  putting  in  community- 
service  hours  than  being  a  Big  Brother. 
Let  me  explain.  Being  a  Big  Brother 
includes  going  to  six  sessions  every 
Ihursday  promptly  at  3:.^0,  patiently 
waiting  lor  your  little  brother  and  a 
snack,  usually  Rice  Krispies,  chips  and 
a  drink.  Alter  a  snack  there  is  an 
activity  which  lasts  muil  -4:30,  then 
you  get  to  leave.  You  get  ten  hours  ot 


community  service  to  do  this,  not  six, 
and  in  doing  so  you  complete  your 
yearly  obligation  without  ever  leaving 
the  school.  Personally,  1  can't  imagine  a 
better  scenario  than  this. 

For  three  years  now  1  have  been  in 
the  programme.  I  started  of!  with  a 
little  brother  in  (irade  1  who 
absolutek  adored  me.  He  lived  ver)' 
close  to  me  and  his  mother  was  always 
more  than  happy  to  drive  me  home 
e\er)'  da\'.  1  e\'en  went  so  hir  as  to  see  a 
movie  with  him  outside  ol  school.  His 
mother  graciously  paid  for  our  tickets 


and  took  us  there  and  back. 

Just  for  the  reasons  listed  above, 
this  programme  would  be  a  great 
choice.  However,  1  cannot  explain  how 
much  of  an  effect  an  older  "brother" 
has  on  these  young  bo\s.  W  hen  they 
see  vou  their  faces  light  up,  they 
become  full  ot  energ)-  and  they  can  no 
longer  suppress  their  thoughts. 
Excitedly  they  recount  the  day  to  )X)u 
and  cagerlv  wait  on  your  response  to 
evervthing.  The  gratified  feeling  1  get 
from  knowing  that  I  have  made 
someone    so     happv.     so     easily,     is 
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Senior  Honour  Roll  —  Second  Trimester 


Grade  9 

Christopher  Au 
Koen  Blot 
Nathaniel  Blumer 
Alec  Brillon 
Dylan  Brophy 
David  Chen 
Kamran  Chaudhry 
Karan  Chhatwal 
Thomas  David 
Andrew  Fitzpatrick 
Geoffrey  G rover 
Jens  Hantson 
Andrei  Jones 
Alexander  Kim 
Alexandre-Liem  Le 
Patrick  Levy 
William  MacCulloch 
Jonathan  MacDougall 
Samuel  Mihalcioiu 
Marc  Minogue 
Paul  Nobel 
Andrew  Pancer 
Andrej  Pavlovic 
Ryan  Quinn 
Zachary  Rosenthal 
James  Rossy 
Frederic  Saleh 
Zachary  Shiller 


Neil  Verma 

Matthew  Vesnaver 

Daniel  Wolfe 

High  Honours,  Grade  9 

Justin  Hagen 
Gerald  Kounadis 
Olivier  Laroche 
Luca  Melnychuk 
Ramin  Mohsenin 
David  Rappaport 
David  Ta  Kim 

Grade  10 

Samer  Balaghi 
Jonas  Briedis 
Nicholas  Cabana 
Philip  Cabana 
Christopher  Codina-Lucia 
Daniel  Cohen 
Nicolas  Congram 
Christopher  DesRosiers 
Neil  Desai 
Julien  Dumont 
Andrew  Funamoto 
Vincent-Charles  Hodder 
Gavin  Kenneally 
Jason  Leopold 
Ryan  MacLean 
Jonathan  Mechanic 


Alessandro  Melotti 

Thomas  Nation 

Stefan  Papich 

Andrew  Pelekis 

Mark  Sadaka 

Anthony  Tang 

Philip-Hector  Tsoukas 

Stephen  Tsoukas 

Kristian  Valenta 

Bryan  Wong 

Nicholas  Wybo 

Andrew  Zakhari 

Dino  Zammit 

High  Honours,  Grade  10 

Robert  Abelson 

Kyle  Burrows 

Wynnyn  Chan 

James  Duffy 

Ross  Gelber 

Robert  Hinrichsen 

Daniel  Janusauskas 

Brian  Lin 

Thang  Nguyen 

Rohan  Rakheja 

Lawrence  Said 


Grade  1 1 

Jordan  Airman 

Sung  Jun  Bae 

Aaron  Besner 

Andrew  Bloomfield 

Christopher  Caldareri 

Paul  Chamandy-Cook 

Rabib  Chaudhury 

Philip  Clark 

Jason  Coviensky 

Aaron  Esterson 

Harry  Gurberg 

Alexander  Hayne 

Joseph  Kucera 

Charles  Madon 

Brendan  Munzar 

Ahmad  Odeh 

Nicholas  Schouela 

Jonathan  Shen 

Philip  Smith 

Kyle  Spiller 

Benjamin  Wilner 

Christopher  Wong 

Nan  Xie 

High  Honours,  Grade  11 

Mani  Alaei 

Stefan  Luu 

Nicholas  Thorpe 


Big  Brothers 


inexplicable,  and  I  suggest  that  you  all  give  it  a 
shot. 

And  don't  worry  that  you  might  have  to  put 
up  with  a  kid  you  don't  get  along  with  for  six 
hours  spread  over  six  weeks.  Such  a  thing  is 
unlikely,  because  Ms.  Shulman  hand  picks  all 
the  enlisted  children  and  pairs  them  up 
according  to  personality. 

What  more  can  I  say? 

If  I  haven't  convinced  you  yet,  then  you 
simply  have  to  go  and  see  for  yourself  Surely, 
you  won't  regret  it. 


At  right:  Big  Brother  Harry-Derek  Gurberg 
with  his  little  brother,  Bhavish  Beejan  2B 
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The  True  Outdoors  of  Norwood 


By  Nathaniel  Blumer  9C 


O^ 


n  September  1  of  this  year, 
I  Grade  9  students  were  taken 
away  to  a  place  called 
Norwood.  After  a  smooth  ride,  we 
arrived  at  a  red-roofed  park.  Here,  we 
were  split  into  two  groups.  The  first 
group  re-boardcd  the  bus  to  go  to  the 
rock-climbing  area.  The  second 
group  (where  I  was  placed)  was  going 
to  go  kayaking. 

After  a  ten-second  boat  ride  to 
an  island,  we  got  geared  up  and 
learned  some  basic  kayaking  and 
safety  tips.  Once  informed,  we  went 
out  onto  the  lake  in  our  wobbly  little 
boats.  We  spent  about  halt  an  hour 
learning  all  kinds  of  techniques:  how 
to  make  sharp  turns,  how  to  spin  and 
how  to  paddle  at  top  speed. 

Then  the  fun  ended  and  the 
flipping  came.  We  were  told  we 
could  not  go  to  lunch  until  we  had 
learned  how  to  overturn  our  kayaks 

and  then  flip  them  right-side-up  again.  We  all  protested 
because  we  would  have  preferred  to  eat  in  dry  clothes,  but 
it  was  futile.  Our  group  of  eight  all  complied  before  finding 
out  that  we  were  the  only  group  that  had  to  do  it. 

Lunch  was  surprisingly  good.  We  had  Subway 
sandwiches  and  carbonated  fruit  juice.  After  this,  our 
groups  went  up  the  river  to  the  rapids.  Although 
we  never  went  further  than  the  base  of  the  rapids 
(we  were  going  upstream),  we  got  pulled  back 
really  quickly  when  we  were  done.  Back  on  land, 
we  quickly  boarded  the  vans  that  would  bring  us 
to  the  second  area,  where  we  got  to  rock  climb 
for  awhile.  Then  we  were  sent  out  with  rope  and 
tarps  to  find  an  ideal  camping  area  and  build  our 
sleeping  tents,  using  one  tarp  for  the  roof  and 
one  for  the  floor.  We  did  the  best  we  could,  and 
then  had  the  rest  of  the  evening  to  do  whatever 
we  wanted.  Dinner  and  marshmallows  were  both 
delicious  and  well  received  before  we  went  ofTto 
our  camping  sites.  My  group  set  up  our  sleeping 
bags  and  then  started  to  tell  scary  stories — not 
exactly  an  original  idea,  but  fun,  nonetheless. 

We  woke  up  freezing  and  tired.  After  taking 
down  our  tents,  we  had  breakfast.  Then  we  were 
split  again  into  sub-groups.  The  four  groups  had 
to  compete  in  rock-climbing 


Ryan  Quinn  9A  on  the  ropes  at  Norwood 


(sign  language),  throwing  each  other 
through  a  giant  web  and  a  game 
where  we  had  to  collect  tennis  balls 
without  touching  them  or  the  floor. 
The  points  accumulated  by 
each  team  determined  how  difficult 
their  scavenger  hunt  would  be.  The 
hunt  was  for  supplies  necessary  for 
the  final  activity:  raft  building.  My 
group  was  in  last  place,  point-wise, 
so  we  were  sent  deep  into  the  forest 
to  collect  and  reflect. 

Once  we  had  collected  the 
barrels,  rope,  fishing  nets  and  tape, 
we  went  right  to  work.  Each  group 
created  a  different  style  of  raft.  They 
were  all  unique  in  some  way.  The 
mission  was  for  one  or  two  people  to 
paddle  to  a  nearby  island  and  back 
the  most  times  before  3:30  p.m. 

The  race  was  close,  but.  to  my 
surprise,  my  group  came  in  first!  We 
returned  the  equipment  to  a  shed  for 

the  next  group  and  then  received  our  prize  for  our  success. 

We  were  given  an  Adrenaline  Sports  DVD  and  nvo  gift 

certificates  for  the  Cinemas  Guzzo — not  too  shabby! 

Then  it  was  time  to  return  to  Sel%vyn  House,  get  picked 

up  and  recite  this  story  to  everyone. 


silent  conversmg 


M.uh  teacher  Andy  l.umsdcn  abo.ird  the  scavenger  ratt. 
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Camp  Papillon  a  Middle  School  retreat 

By  Leo  Zuckerman  7B 


When  the  Grade  7  and  8  students 
arrived  at  Camp  Papillon  on 
September  1,  we  first  familiarized 
ourselves  with  the  camp  and  our  cabins.  Our 
day  continued  with  a  rotation  of  different 
activities  that  included  science  experiments, 
sports  activities,  interviewing  our  classmates, 
geography,  math,  and  viewing  a  film  on 
bullying. 

During  the  afternoon  periods  both  the 
grades  were  able  to  go  swimming  in  the  lake  or 
take  out  the  canoes  or  rowboats.  In  the 
evening  both  grades  watched  a  movie. 

I  think  that  through  this  trip  we  were  able 
to  feel  a  little  more  comfortable  meeting  all  the 
new  students.  Ever)'one  was  more  relaxed,  and 
it  was  a  good  time  to  get  to  know  the  teachers 
and  kids  in  a  different  environment.  It  was  a 
great  opportunity  that  Selwyn  House  offers 
this  t)'pc  of  trip  to  Grade  7  and  8  students.  It 
really  helps  us  to  feel  comfortable  in  our  new 
school. 
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Bell  Montreal  Regional  Science  and  Technology  Fair  2005 


Three  Selwyii  House  students  won  prizes  at  the  Bell  g^w  plants  under  different  coloured  lights?"  Robert  Latsk>' 

Montreal  Regional  Science  and  Technology  Fair  on  7C    and    Leo    Zuckerman    7B    garnered    an    honourable 

March  21,  2005.  Ethan  Peress  78  won  a  bronze  mention  for  their  project  called  "Flaming  Fabrics." 
medal  for  his  project  entitled  "What  would  happen  if  we 
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Ethan  Peress  with  his  project  on  plant  growth 


Leo  Zuckerman  (left)  and  Robert  l^tsky 
with  their  project 


Visite  de  M.  jean-Marc  Dalpe,  auteiir  de  la  teleserie  «  Temps  diir  » 

Par  Carole  Rasmussen,  professeur  de  tran^ais 


Lcs  eleves  de  Selwyn  House  n'ont  pas  souvenr  la  chance 
de  rencontrer  un  autcur  francophone  en  chair  et  en  os! 
l^h  bien,  ils  ont  eu  cette  possibilirc  en  rencontrant,  en 
Janvier  dernier,  M.  Jean-Marc  Dalpc. 

Get  auteur  francophone,  ayant  ecrit  plusieurs  pieces  de 
theatre  et  romans,  est  aussi  recipiendaire  de  plusieurs  prix, 
dont  deux  du  Gouverneur  General.  A  cette  liste,  il  ajoute 
dorenavant  le  titre  de  createur  de  la  teleserie  «  Temps  dur  » 
pr^sent^e  ^  la  television  de  Radio-Canada,  a  I'automne 
2004. 

«  lemps  dur  »  raconte  la  vie  en  milieu  carceral.  Dix 
Amissions  dune  heure  que  plusieurs  Aleves  de  dixi^me  annee 
ont  suivi  avec  interet  rout  au  lonii  de  sa  diftusion. 

Pas  lacile  la  vie  en  prison!  M.  Dalpe  reussit  ,\  bien  cerner 
tous  les  personnages,  i  nous  faire  comprendre  la  difFiculte 
pour  ces  detenus  de  reprendre  le  droit  cluinin  et  l.i  grandc 
rcsponsabilite  quils  ont  lace  a  leurs  families  qui  viveiit  au- 
del;\  des  murs  et  qui  cspi;rent  i.im  leur  rehabilitation. 

M.  n.ilpe  nous  .i  li'.iliord  p.iiie  de  tome  l.i  creation  de 


cette  fameuse  tcMeserie.  Son  inspiration?  Michel 
Gharbonneau,  un  detenu  qui,  un  jour,  a  decide  de  raconter 
ce  qui  se  vit  reellement  a  I'interieur  des  murs  dune  prison. 
Grace  a  Terroite  collaboration  entre  M.  Dalpe  et  Michel 
Gharbonneau,  une  histoire  invcntee  mais  combien  realiste  a 
plusieurs  ^gards,  a  pu  voir  le  jour.  La  routine  des 
prisonniers,  la  corruption  presente  dans  un  tel  milieu,  la 
difficulte  pour  les  detenus  de  reprendre  le  droit  chemin. 
I'amitie  qui  se  developpe  entre  les  prisonniers  sont  tous  des 
themes  exploites  par  Tauteur. 

Quel  plaisir  de  pouvoir  entendre  se  raconter  un  homme 
qui  aime  son  metier  et  qui  nous  a  permis  d'ouvrir  une  portc 
sur  ce  monde  tellement  meconnu. 

A  la  question  :  Y  aura-t-il  une  suite?,  M.  Dalpe  nous  a 
bien  rassur^s  confirmant  quit  y  aura  en  efJct  un  deuxiemc. 
puis  un  troisieme  volet  ."i  I'automne  2006.  Reussira-t-il  i 
attirer  une  fois  autant  de  spectateurs?  Nous  I'esperons  bien; 
une  cho.se  est  sure...  nous  serons  au  rcndez-vous! 
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Middle  School  Players  present  Comedy  of  Errors 


On  March  8  and 
9,  the  Middle 
School  Veritas 
Players  presented  an 
adaptation  by  Robert 
Singleton  of  William 
Shakespeare's  play.  The 
Comedy  of  Errors.  The 
cast  was  made  up  of 
nine  Selwyn  House 
actors,  plus  five  girls 
from  The  Study. 

Working  in  the 
intimate  venue  of  the 
Agora  of  the  Speirs 
Building,  director  Alex 
Ivanovici  put  together 
a  delightful  production 
by  using  minimalist 
sets  and  drawing  upon 
the  spontaneity  of  his 
actors. 

The  costumes,  set 
and  props  were  kindly 
provided  bv  Marie- 
Mathilde  '  Riffaud. 
Guitar      music      was 

performed  by  Justin  Pascoe;  Madison  McLeod  played  bass. 
The  poster  for  the  play  was  designed  by  Sean  Finnell. 

SHS  School  counsellor  Minna  Shulman  took  in  the 
show  and  described  it  as  "a  full  belly  laugh  a  minute,"  and 
"thoroughly  entertaining." 

This  is  what  some  of  the  actors  had  to  say  about  the 
enjoyment  of  being  in  the  play: 

"My  experience  being  Dromio  of  Syracusa  in  The 
Comedy  of  Errors  was  unforgettable.  The  people,  the  props, 
the  costumes,  the  play  itself  and  the  immense  quantin,'  of 
pizza!  I  met  great  new  people  who  shared  many  ot  my 
qualities.  I  made  new  friends,  and  we  all  still  meet  and  go  to 
different  activities  together.  The  props  and  costumes  were 
fun,  and  they  created  not  just  laughter  and  interest,  but 
anticipation  for  opening  night.  The  lines  came  easily,  but  we 
did  break  a  few  swords  here  and  there.  The  play  was  well 
chosen  and  well  acted.  Obviously,  it  was  no  error  joining 
this  comedy." 

—  Abhinav  Gupta 

"This  year,  some  Grade  7  and  8  students  in  the  Study 
and  Selwyn  House  were  involved  in  the  Middle  School  play 
called  The  Comedy  of  Errors  by  William  Shakespeare.  I  was 


The  entire  cast.  Standing,  left  to  right:  Mitchell  Arnovitz,  Derek  Burrows,  Mikhael 

Melnikoff,  Anthony  Lowther,  Justin  Pascoe,  Alienor  Lemieux-Cumberlege,  Morganne 

Blais  McPherson,  Ariel  Jay,  Madison  McLeod  and  Jessica  Magonet.  Kneeling,  left  to 

right:  Cameron  Mitchell,  Ben  Palevsky,  Sean  Finnell  and  Abhinav  Gupta. 


one  of  the  students  who  were  involved  in  this  production.  I 
found  that  it  was  a  very  enjoyable  experience  that  I  will 
remember  for  years  to  come.  There  were  a  lot  of  practices 
and  they  were  not  always  productive,  but  in  the  long  run 
they  were  all  worth  it.  The  first  performance,  even,'  single 
person  made  at  least  five  mistakes,  whether  it  was  forgetting 
their  lines  or  even  forgetting  their  props.  The  second  night, 
however,  was  perfect.  No  one  forgot  anything  at  all.  I  found 
that  it  was  truly  like  an  actual  Shakespearean  play,  but  the 
first  night  was  like  a  slapstick  comedy.  I  think  that  they  were 
both  a  work  of  art  and  that  ever)-one  who  participated 
deserves  applause." 

— Mitchell  Arnovitz 

"This  year,  the  Middle  School  players  put  on  a 
shortened  version  of  Shakespeare's  The  Comedy  of  Errors.  In 
only  about  four  weeks  we  were  able  to  put  the  entire  show 
together.  It  was  wonderful  fun;  we  even  got  a  few  girls  from 
The  Study  to  plav  the  female  parts.  We  performed  the  play 
twice,  once  on  luesday  March  8,  then  again  the  next  night, 
Wednesday,  March  9.  On  the  performance  nights  you  could 

Continued  on  page  24 
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David  McLeod  finishes  15th  at  Nationals 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


David  McLcod  8C  finished  in 
15th  place  in  Canada  at  the 
lunior  National  Debating 
Championships,  held  May  4-8  at 
Sacred  Heart  School  in  Halifax. 
David's  showing  helped  the  Quebec 
team  emerge  as  the  top-ranked  in 
Canada. 

David  is  one  of  six  students  who 
made  up  the  Quebec  team.  Davids 
team  also  included  two  students  from 
Trafalgar,  two  from  Royal  West  and 
one  from  LCC. 

David  says  he  was  "overwhelmed" 
to  receive  an  e-mail  on  Saturday  night, 
April  17,  offering  him  a  spot  on  the 
Quebec  team. 

With  only  two  previous 
competitions  under  his  belt,  David 
bad  placed  tenth  out  of  sixty-four 
debaters  in  a  meet  at  Herzliah  High 
School  on  April  13.  That  left  him  in 
third  place  for  a  spot  on  the  Quebec 
team.  IWo  students  in  line  ahead  of 
David  declined  to  go,  which  left  him 
spending  the  rest  of  the  weekend 
anxiously  mulling  over  his  options. 

He  decided  to  go  for  it. 

In  David's  qualifying  meet  at 
Herzliah  he  had  to  take  the  opposing 
side  against  a  resolution  allowing 
same-sex  marriage.  In  the  following 
round  he  had  to  argue  in  favour  of  the 
same  resolution. 


Middle  School  I  nglisli/history  teacher  and  debating  (.oath  Lrin  Russett 
discusses  the  National  Debating  Championships  with  David  McLeod. 


In  the  third  round  he  had  to  argue 
against  the  entertainment  value  of  so- 
called  "reality  TV,"  a  position  in  line 
with  his  own  opinions.  "It's  not  really 
realiry,"  he  says.  "Most  of  it  is  staged.' 


debate  included:  whether  modern 
education  has  produced  a  generation 
of  illiterates;  whether  Canadas 
relationship  with  the  U.S.  is 
advantageous  or  disadvantageous   for 


"You  have  to  build  your  argument  Canada;  and  whether  co-education  is 

using  everyday  examples, "  he  explains,  preferable  to  single-sex  education  for 

"You  want  it  to  relate  to  people's  lives."  middle  school  students. 

Different  st)'les  of  debate  are  used  "I  had  an  amazing  time!"  David 

in  different  regions  of  Canada.  Four  says  of  the  experience.  "It  was  really. 

stj'les  were  included  in  the  competition  really   fun.    It   was   definitely  a   great 

at  the  Nationals:  worlds-snle,  cross-  experience,  and  I  hope  to  go  again  next 

examination,  discussion  and  year  if  I  can." 

parliamentary    style.   The    topics    for 


Comedy  of  Errors,  continued  from  page  25 


have  said  that  the  play  was  a  comedy  of  errors  in  more  than 
one  way.  This  play  was  one  of  the  best  done  yet. 

— ^Anthony  Lowther 

"1  he  play  this  year  at  Selwyn  House  was  much  better 
than  it  was  during  Crade  6,  mostly  because  none  of  the  guys 
had  to  play  female  roles.  Also  1  was  able  to  contribute  to  the 
musical  side  oi  the  play.  It  was  fim  to  come  up  with  mv  own 
guit.u  piece  lor  the  play,  it  was  even  more  fun  watching  the 
whole  cast  d.uice  to  it.  I  lealK'  enjo\ed  working  on  this  plav 


because  I  got  to  spend  a  lot  of  qualirv'  time  with  my  friends 
while  also  helping  the  school.  It  was  a  big  confidence  boost 
to  see  the  Middle  School  director.  Miss  NIanning.  show  up 
for  the  plav.  I  alst>  liked  that  we  had  nvo  performances.  The 
first  one  was  fun  because  there  was  no  pressure,  but  I  think 
we  reallv  pulled  together  for  the  second  performance  and 
put  on  a  good  plav.  .Ml  in  all.  the  plav  was  a  really  good 
experience  tor  me. 

— ^Justin  Pascoe 
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Selwyn  House  helps  launch  Canadian  Atlas  Online 


On  April  5,  2005,  a  class  of 
Middle  School  students  at 
Selwyn  House  took  part  in  an 
historic  event  that  used  technology  to 
defy  geography  and  enhance  the  study 
of  geography  at  the  same  time. 
Students  from  schools  thousands  of 
miles  apart  were  brought  together  via 
the  Internet  to  learn  how  to  use  a  new 
tool  for  exploring  the  natural  features 
of  Canada. 

The  occasion  was  the  official 
launch  of  the  Canadian  Atlas  Online, 
an  interactive  Web-based  reference 
work  created  by  the  publishers  of 
Canadian  Geographic  magazine. 
Canadian    Atlas    Online    is    geared 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 

toward  young  people,  giving  them  an 
exciting  way  of  accessing  a  wealth  of 
information  about  Canada  in  a  format 
they  can  relate  to. 

To  dramatize  the  technical  features 
of  the  new  atlas,  its  publishers  decided 
to  set  up  the  launch  as  a  Web 
conference,  linking  classrooms  in  six 
Canadian  cities  via  live  video.  Selwyn 
House  School  was  chosen  to  represent 
Quebec  for  this  event. 

Each  participating  school  was 
supplied  with  a  Web  camera  and 
special  microphone  so  they  could  talk 
to  one  another  and  to  the  moderator  of 
the  Web  conference.  At  the  head  of 
each  classroom  was  a  four-way  split 


screen  showing  images  from  four 
classrooms  simultaneously.  After  each 
group  identified  itself  and  greeted  the 
other  participants,  the  groups 
competed  against  one  another  in  an 
on-line  quiz,  answering  some  of  the 
geographical  questions  that  are  part  of 
the  Canadian  Atlas  0«//«f  approach  to 
making  learning  fun. 

After  leading  the  various  schools 
though  the  quiz,  organizers  counted 
down  to  the  moment  when  the  button 
was  pushed  and  the  Canadian  AtLis 
Online  went  live  across  the  country. 
Now  it  will  be  an  indispensable  tool 
for  every  Canadian  student,  and  will 
always  be  as  close  as  his  laptop. 


Selwyn  House  geography  teacher  Syivain  Decelles  prepares  students  to  link  up  with  other  schools  taking  part  in 

the  launch  of  Canadian  Geographic  Online.  In  the  front  row  are  Grade  8  students  Louis  Gervais  (left)  and  Anthony 

Depatie.  On  the  four-way  split  screen  are  live  video  images  of  participating  students  in  other  Canadian  cities. 
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Visite  du  Chateau  Ramezay 


Quel  plaisir  dc  voir  tous  nos 
L'leves  "modernes"  deguises  a  la 
fac^on  dont  s'habillaient  les 
habitants  du  Canada  au  17e  siecle: 
grande  chemise  en  coton,  foulard  et 
bonnet  colores,  ceinture  flechee; 
tous  ces  vetements  etaient,  bien  sur, 
faits  a  la  main  et  necessitaient  des 
heures  de  travail! 

La  session  d'habillage  s'est  averee 
etre  une  des  nombreuses  activites 
organisees  par  le  Chateau  Ramezay 
lors  de  notre  visite  au  mois  de  mai 
dernier.  En  effet,  tous  les  gar^ons  de 
la  7e  annee  ont  apprecie  ce 
magnifiquc  domaine  situe  dans  le 
Vieux-Montreal  et  ont  enfin  pu  voir 
de  leurs  propres  yeux  le  fameux 
Chateau  oil  travaillait  le  pere  de 
Catherine  dans  le  roman  Fils  de 
Sorcihe,  lu  en  classe! 


Par  Carole  Rasmussen,  professeur  de  fran^ais 

wr^. 


Les  gar9ons  de  la  7e  ann^e  i  le  Chateau  Ramezay 


Grade  7  students  march 
to  save  Shriners'  Hospital 

By  Sean  Finncll  7 A 

It  was  a  beautiful,  lu)t  da\-  on  Jiuic  1  as  the 
Sclwyn  House  Grade  7  students  waited 
outside  The  Study,  ready  to  march  to  save 
the  Shriners"  Hospital.  We  were  motioning  at 
cars  that  passed  to  honk  to  save  The  Shriners', 
and  cheering  when  they  did. 

I  hen  we  followed  the  Study  and  West 
Island  College  in  the  march  to  save  the 
hospital  that  has  been  with  us  for  so  man\- 
years.  The  heads  were  roasting,  the  T\ 
cameras  were  filming,  and  still  we  proudK- 
iieid  our  heads  up  as  the  tail  of  the  parade. 

Once  arriving  at  the  hospital,  we  saw  the 
h.ippy  faces  of  children  waving  to  us  from  .i 
balcony.  After  listening  to  some  speeches  to 
save  The  Shriners',  we  headed  back  to  school, 
very  prouil  of  our  accomplishment. 


E 


arly  this  year,  Selw\'n  House  Grade  7  student  Sean 
Finnell  had  his  artwork  selected  to  grace  the  annual 
holiday  cards  issued  bv  the  Women's  AiDcilian.'  of  the 

Montreal  Children's 
Hospital.  Sean  and  his 
fellow  art  students 
submitted  designs  for 
the  competition  last 
year  as  a  project  in 
Ellen  Pinchuk's  Grade 
6  art  class.  Proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  these 
cards  will  go  to  benefit 
the  .Auxiliary'. 

.\i  holiday  time, 
Sel\\"\n  House  School 
purch.iscd  a  quantity 
of  thc-se  cards  to  be 
.sent  out  to  friends  of 
the  school,  thereby 
promoting  the  artistic 
talents  of  SHS 
students  while  helping 
a  worthy  cause. 
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Middle  School  Honour  Roll  —  February  2005 


The  following  students 
have  recorded  an  overall 
average  of  80  per  cent  or 
better  in  Term  1.  Those 
who  have  achieved  High 
Honours  have  attained  an 
overall  average  of  90  per 
cent  or  higher. 

7A 

Michael  Cohen 
Sean  Finnell 
Robert  Fitzpatrick 
Efthymios  Hadjis 
Jamie  Koenekoop 
Oliver  Maurovich 
Marco  Melnychuk 

7B 

Michael  Abramson 


Zachary  Balit 
Brendan  Beallor 
Jack  Busby 
Gaspard  Charlebois 
Bjorn  Dawson 
Sebastian  Krolik 
Milton  Mihalcioiu 
Benjamin  Palevsky 
Neil  Sabharwal 
Nicholas  Wathier 

7C 

Charles  Chan 
Maximilian  Cherney 
Joshua  Hanek 
Josh  Koenekoop 
Jon  Melkerson 
Justin  Pascoe 
Nikhil  Verma 


8A 

Stephen  Albers 
Derek  Engel 
Louis  Gervais 
Hanif  Jetha 
Caleb  Jones 
Justin  Leopold 
Thomas  Nicols 
Gordon  Paterson 
Alex  Shiri 
Brandon  Stern 
High  Honours  8A 
Graham  Hooton 

8B 

Ryan  Brun 

Michael  Codina-Lucia 
Adam  Coviensky 
Francis  Di  Stasio 
Philippe  Garneau-Halliday 


Emmanuel  Ho 
Jacob  Peterson 
Lome  Schweitzer 
David  Stein 
Philip  Ta  Kim 
Tristano  Tenaglia 
Florian  Weibel 

8C 

Ryan  Airman 
Derek  Burrows 
Vinay  Desai 
Trevor  Hooton 
Daniel  Kost-Stephenson 
Anthony  Lowther 
Geoffrey  Lundell-Smith 
James  Shannon 
Adam  Wathier 
High  Honours  8C 
David  McLeod 


UExpO'Sciences:  les  gagnants  a  relementaire 


Les  gagnants  de  I'Expo-sciences  a  I'elenientaire:  Jean-Christophe  Azzopardi  4B,  Le  verre  Hydrophobe;  Eirik  Stein- 
Andersen  6A,  Le  baton  de  hockey  moderne;  professeur  de  sciences  Chantal  Simard;  Robin  Morgan  6A,  Jets  d'air; 

Jake  Levy  5A,  Genetics;  et  Alex  Nikolopoulos  3A,  The  Heart. 
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Specialists  serve  budding  scientists 


S: 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publication  Editor 


clw)'n  House  science  teacher  Chantal  Simard  has  made  an 

elementary  scientific  discovery.   He  has  found  a  simple  yet 

effective  teaching  resource  that  was  right  under  our  noses,  and 
he  has  decided  to  make  it  "a  personal  goal"  to  incorporate  it  more 
and  more  into  his  classroom  methods. 

He  calls  it  "Des  specialistes  au  service  de  vos  jeunes." 

"I  simply  decided  to  make  greater  use  of  resources  available  in 
Montreal  that  are  free  and  enhance  the  science  programme,"  he 
says. 

This  involves  an  increased  use  of  field  trips,  such  as  the  one  his 
Grade  6  class  took  this  past  November  to  L'Electrium,  a  free 
museum  located  in  Sainte-Julie,  or  the  Grade  5  trip  to  the  La 
Maison  de  I'arbre  at  Montreal's  Botanical  Gardens  the  month 
before,  or  to  the  Canada  Aviation  Museum  in  Ottawa  last  year. 

"There  are  so  many  great  facilities  you  can  go  and  visit,"  Mr. 
Simard  says. 

Recently  he  searched  and  h:)und  two  organizations  that  provide 
guest  speakers  for  elementary  schools.  They  are:  Les  Innovateurs  a 
I'ecole  et  a  la  bibliotheque,  a  network  of  educational  volunteers 
organized  by  La  Societe  pour  la  promotion  de  la  science  et  de  la 
technologic,  and  the  "Let's  Talk  Science"  programme  at  McGill 
Universit)'. 

Recent  speakers  to  Mr.  Simard's  classes  include;  Dave  Birch,  an 
aeronautical  engineer  from  McGill  who 
spoke  to  Grade  6;  Alain  Tremblay,  a 
biologist  with  Hydro-Quebec  who  also 
spoke  to  Grade  6;  Gayle  Hervey,  a 
speleologist  who  showed  slides  of  her 
exploration  of  caves  to  Grade  4 
students;  entomologist  Yves  Proulx;  and 
musical  composer  Dr.  William  "Rick" 
Bassett,  father  ol  Liam  3B.  Dr.  Bassett 
discussed  with  the  boys  the  science  of 
sound  and  recording  with  computers. 

As  with  many  scientific  endeavours, 
timing  is  everything. 

"The  field  trips  came  at  the  end  of 
the  term,"  Mr.  Simard  points  out.  "By 
then  the  students  had  gained  a  good 
understanding  of  the  concepts.  Their 
confidence  was  high,  so  they  were  well 
behaved  and  understood  what  was 
going  on." 

Such  activities  have  a  great  impact 
on  learning,  says  Mr.  Simard  "They  give 
the  kicls  another  perspective.  It  helps 
them  evaluate  what  they  know  and 
demystifies  scientific  concepts  for 
them." 


Dave  Birch  demonstrates 
the  principles  of  flight 


Alain  Tremblay  discusses  the  environmental  impact 
of  various  forms  of  cncrgj-. 
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Macbeth:  'Scottish  Play  scores  with  kids,  parents 


The  Selwyn  House  Elementary  School  Players 
presented  a  rousing  interpretation  of  Shakespeare's 
Macbeth  before  a  nearly  packed  auditorium  on  the 
snowy  evening  of  Friday,  December  10,  2004.  Earlier  that 
day,  the  boys'  well-paced  performance  of  the  classic  tragedy 
had  held  the  attention  of  an  auditorium  full  of  SHS  boys 
and  a  group  of  young  ladies  from  ECS,  who  all  seemed 
enthralled  with  the  rousing  tale  of  witches,  ghosts  and 
swordplay. 


Photo  above:  Macbeth  (Jake  Levy)  gets  his  comeuppance 

at  the  sword  of  MacDuff  (Brendan  Keefe). 

Below,  back  row:  Christopher  Sarlos,  Brendan  Keefe 

and  Daniel  Ganze.  Front:  Nicholas  Chabanne-Salbaing 

and  Luke  Vincent 


Above:  Femand  Le  Fevre  and  Jake  Levy  as  Lady  Macbeth 

and  Macbeth.  Below:  witches  Ryan  Stetiu-Otis, 

Alexandr  Magder  and  Nico  Vit 
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Festive  times  in  Elementary  School 


On  December 

22,  2004,  the 

last  day  of 

school  before  the 

holiday  break, 

Marie  Fortes 

Elementary 

School  music 

students  put  on 

their  annual 

Holiday 

Concert.  In  the 

photo  are  four 

Grade  4  Santas, 

from  left:  Jean- 

Christophe 

Azzopardi,  Dan 

Ton-That,  Kevin 

Lin  and  Nicolas 

Chabanne- 

Salbaing 


The  Grade  3  Halloween  Bake  Sale,  held  in  Coristinc  Hall  on  October 
28,  raised  $1440.36  for  UNICEF.  For  the  past  19  years.  Grade  3  teacher 
Dorothy  Walling  has  organized  students  and  parents  from  both  Grade  3 
classes  to  hold  a  bake  sale,  to  which  all  Sclwvn  House  students 
and  staff  are  invited.  In  the  photo:  Leonardo  l^imanu^zi  4A 


Ihc  annual  Ciradc  3  \alcntinc  Bake 

Sale  raised  SI.  189. 80  for  the  Heart 

and  Stroke  Foundation.  The 

proceeds  were  raised  through  the 

bake  sale  in  Goristine  Hall  and  a 

Free  Dress  Day.  In  the  photo. 

Drew  Anderson  K.A 
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Junior  robots  race  on  Mars 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publications  Editor 


On  December  15  and  16,  2004, 
robotic  vehicles  programmed 
by  Chantal  Simard's  Grade  5 
students  manoeuvred  through  a 
simulated  Martian  landscape,  making 
their  way  toward  a  cave  to  seek 
protection  irom  an  impending 
volcanic  eruption.  It  was  all  part  of  the 
school's  second  annual  Junior  Robotics 
Competition,  which  took  place  in  the 
Agora  of  the  School's  Speirs  Building. 

The  exercise  was  part  of  a  new 
Elementary  School  programme  in 
which  students  study  the  science  of 
robotics  in  progressive  levels. 

It  starts  in  Grade  4,  where  students 
design  and  build  machines  that  use 
motors  and  gears  for  self-propulsion. 
In  Grade  5,  they  move  on  to  the 
technique  oi  first-step  programming, 
writing  computer  commands  that 
direct  the  movements  ol  the  robot. 

All  this  excitement  helps  prepare 
the  students  for  their  Grade  6  year, 
where  they  spend  a  full  unit  on 
robotics,  culminating  in  a  competition 
called  RoboCup  Junior.  The  SHS 
Grade  7  team,  comprised  of  Michael 
Abramson,  Bjorn  Dawson,  Josh 
Koenekoop  and  Charles  Chan,  won 
the  one-on-one  soccer  competition  at 
this  year's  RoboCup  May  27  and  28. 

And,  of  course,  all  this  lays  the 
groundwork  for  the  school's  Senior 
robotics  program,  where  teams  build 
full-scale  robots  from  scratch  to 
compete  against  other  schools  in  game 
events.  The  Senior  robotics  team 
placed  third  the  regional  competition 
last  year  and  seventh  this  year. 

For  the  Grade  5  competition, 
robots  are  built  employing  the  LEGO 
MindStorms  kit,  which  is  part  of  a 
Mars  Explorer's  package  that  the 
school  obtained  from  the  Montreal 
Planetarium.  Each  kit  includes  parts 
for  a  vehicle,  plus  the  necessary 
motors,  sensors  and  an  RCX  "brain" 
module. 


Team  members  and  spectators  alike  get  involved 
when  the  competition  heats  up. 

This         unit         receives         pre-  attempts,  making  adjustments  to  their 

programmed    instructions   by   remote  programming    between    heats.    One 

control  from  the  student  team's  laptop  hundred  bonus  points  were  awarded 

computer   and    translates    them    into  tor  each  robot  that  made  it  into  the 

mechanical   commands   to   guide   the  cave, 
robot  through  the  obstacle  course.  Winners  on  the  first  day  of  last 

The  students  were  organized  into  Decembers  competition  were  the  team 

five  teams  of  four  students  each.  Team  of  Eloi-K'ai    Bernier-Chen,   Eric   Liu 

members    were    assigned    tasks,    from  and   Ran   Bi,   whose  vehicle   made  it 

design    to    programming    to    group  right  on  target  inside  the  cave  in  the 


organization.  "It's  not  only  cross 
curricular,"  Mr.  Simard  points  out, 
"but  it  also  involves  motivation,  social 
skills  and  teamwork." 

The  class  turned  the  competition 
into    an    exciting   event,    with    high- 


first  heat. 

"The  robotics  competition  is  a 
real-time  learning  experience,"  says 
Mr.  Simard.  "The  students  have  to  re- 
adjust and  calculate  on-site." 

Winners  on  day  two  were:  Sammy 


energy  background  music  and  a  throng  Hodhod,  Fayez  Elian,  Joey  Cheaib  and 

of  younger    students    watching    and  Matti  Parmanen. 

cheering  on  their  favourite  team.  "The  kids  are  quite  motivated  by 

From  a  starting  point,  each  robot  such    activities,"    says    Mr.    Simard. 

had  to  travel  in  a  straight  line,  then  "Now   the   parents   are   asking  where 

make   turns   and   manoeuvre   its  way  they  can  buy  robot  kits  for  their  sons  at 

into  the  safety  of  the  cave  before  the  home." 
volcano  erupted.  Each  team  made  five 
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Chefs  for  a  Day  serve  up  fun 

By  Maureen  Mackell,  Coordinator,  Parent  Volunteers  and  Special  Events 


Wednesday,  April  13,  2005  was  a  very  special  day 
lor  the  two  proud  winners  of  the  "Chef  for  a 
Day"  contest.  Grade  2  students  Liam  Nicol  and 
Scott  Dennis  had  a  ball  being  Selwyn  House  School's  guest 
chefs,  planning  the  day's  lunch  menu  and  serving  it  up  to 
fellow  Elementary  School  students. 

In  the  morning,  the  two  honourary  cooks  were 
welcomed  to  the  kitchen  by  Selwyn  House  Head  Chet 
Joseph  Elleisy  and  his  staff  The  boys  donned  hats  and  were 
put  straight  to  work.  The  kitchen  crew  helped  to  show  them 
the  daily  routine  of  serving  up  a  meal  for  500.  When  the 
rest  of  the  staff  and  student  body  arrived  for  lunch,  Scott 
and  Liam  were  prepped  and  ready  to  dish  out  smiles  and 
good  food.  Their  chosen  menu  consisted  of  cream  ot 
vegetable  soup,  hot  dogs,  fries,  salami  sandwiches  and 
oatmeal  cookies  for  dessert. 

Liam  and  Scott  won  the  honour  ot  being  Chefs  for  a 
Day  in  the  Silent  Auction  held  at  the  Selwyn  House 
Comedy  Night  featuring  Andre-Philippe  Gagnon  on 
February  15.  "Chef  for  a  Day"  was  one  of  many  Silent 
Auction  items  up  for  bid.  At  the  show,  two  Selwyn  House 
mums,  Caroline  Dilon-Nicol  and  Sarah  Dennis,  conspired 
to  make  the  highest  bid  and  treat  their  sons  to  a  little 
something  out  of  the  ordinary.  And,  wow,  it  certainly  spiced 


Liam  Nice!  serves  up  a  sandwich. 

up  the  day  for  everyone! 

Their  "Chef  for  the  Day"  experience  left  both  boys 
grinning  from  ear  to  ear  and  reporting  a  really  great  time. 
Apparently,  there  may  be  a  bit  of  a  bidding  war  at  next  years 
Silent  Auction,  as  some  of  Scott  and  Liam's  classmates  were 
prett)'  inspired  by  what  they  saw. 


C'hcfs  for  A  Day  liam  and  Stott  with  the  kitchen  staff,  from  left:  Youcef  Ben  Ahmed, 
Steve  Durant,  Head  Chef  Joseph  Elleisy,  Beatrice  Ntontolo  and  Saccd  Nowroozi. 
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Grade  Awards  October  2004 


Kindergarten 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Ryan  Khanna, 

Philippe  Cote 

Progres  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Ethan  Daoust, 

Matthew  Denham 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Gerry  Nikolopoulos, 

Wilham  Bouchard 

Grade  1 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Nicholas  Johnson, 

Louis  Sirois 

Progres  remarquables  en  firan^ais:  Scott  Spector, 

Pierce  Cullen 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Carlo  D'Angelo, 

Samuel  Lamanuzzi 

Grade  2 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Jonathan  Mirarchi, 

Bhavish  Beejan 

Progres  remarquables  en  iiran^ais:  Elliot  Corning, 

Thomas  Leblanc 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Liam  Nicol,  Gabriel  Gervais 

Grade  3 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Jason  Small,  George  Loutochin,  Yan-Maurice  McNiven, 

Jason  Miller,  Qifan  Wang 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Trevor  Chistolini,  Tor  Stein-Anderson,  Christopher 
Caswell,  William  Shannon,  Stephen  Baxter 


Grade  4 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Edouard  Charlebois,  Kevin  Ward,  Jeffrey  Fitzpatrick, 
Philippe  Brock,  Andrew  Lowther,  Noah  Wade 
Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Leonardo  Lamanuzzi,  Max  Rahuba-Pigeon,  Nicholas 
Chabanne-Salbaing,  Stephan  Smirnov,  Kevin  Lin,  Antoine 
Van  Duong 

Grade  5 

Esprit  de  cooperation:  Samuel  Hodhod,  Alexandre 

Ferland,  Alexander  Krolik,  Eric  Liu,  Joey  Zammit 

Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Fayez  Elian,  Nuvnish 

Beejan,  Esteban  Obando,  Thomas  Sawas 

Attitude  positive  face  a  I'apprentissage:  Eloi-K'ai  Bernier- 

Chen,  Jonathan  Kwok,  Zander  Brais,  Matti  Parnanen, 

Cairn  Tse-Lalonde 

Grade  6 

Responsible  attitude  toward  himself  and  others: 

Victor  Bui,  Eric  Joseph  Del  Balso,  Colin  Fitzpatrick,  Chris 
Sarlos,  Nicholas  Backman,  Antoine  Limoges 
Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Lawrence  Day,  Colin 
Fitzpatrick,  Malcolm  Pinnell,  Michael  Haichin 
Responsible  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 
Christian  Buchanan,  Gordon  Nguyen,  Adam  Ribkoff, 
Malcolm  Pinnell,  Tien  Nguyen,  Patrick  Mayer 


Grade  Awards  December  2004 


Kindergarten 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  William  Gonneau, 

Mathieu  Leblanc 

Progres  remarquables  en  ffan^ais  Tom  Price, 

Wesley  Osterland 

Ciu-iosite  intellectuelle:  William  Rossy, 

Charles-Olivier  Bellemare 

Grade  1 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  William  Turcotte-Miao, 

Angelo  Guzzo 

Progres  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Juliano  Vaccarino, 

James  L^alton 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Cullen  Chung,  Roy  Chahrouri 


Grade  2 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Vincent  Duong, 

Vadim  De  Vreeze 

Progres  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Wyatt  Himmer, 

Jason  Edwards 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Becket  Osterland,  Antoine  Guay 

Grade  3 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Steven  Nikidis,  Fommv  Jablonski,  Ulysses  Pamel, 
Brendon  Ribeiro-Dorrington.  Geoftrey  Parsons 
Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Jeremy  Obrand,  Charles-Eric  Richer  La  Fleche, 
Michael  Sarlos,  Nazar  Khan 
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Grade  Awards  December  2004,  continued 


Grade  4 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

William  (Jallo,  Alexandre  Blain-Coallier,  Luke  Vincent, 
Spencer  Wiiest,  Jake  Schwartz,  Jean-Clhristophe  Azzopardi 
Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 
Dev  Sunihly,  Eric-James  Bt)ftey,  Noah  Daoust, 
Matthew  Goldbloom,  Dan  Ton-That,  Lcsly  Lam 

Grade  5 

Esprit  de  cooperation:  Angelo  Rizzolo,  Alexandr  Magder, 

Thomas  Rohan,  Ryan  Stetiu-Otis,  Michael  Bobyn 

Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Joey  Wan, 

Fernand  Le  Fevrc,  Cameron  Romotf,  Jacob  Cohen 


Attitude  positive  face  a  I'apprentissage: 

Sean  Hatzigeorgiou,  Matthew  Delia  Valle,  Jake  Levy, 
Zander  Brais,  Brandon  Di  Perno,  Joey  Cheaib 

Grade  6 

Responsible  attitude  toward  himself  and  others: 

Alex  Mashaal,  Nicholas  Mathe,  Robin  Morgan, 

Maxim  Laroche,  Ali  Shahabi 

Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Eirik  Stein-Andersen. 

Eric  Joseph  Del  Balso,  Brendan  Keele,  Christopher  Sarlos, 

Maxim  Laroche 

Responsible  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Jean  Louis  Chen,  Matthew  Jablonski,  Joseph  Kano. 

Michael  Haichin,  Mel  Hoppenheim,  Brendan  Keefe 


Grade  Awards  March  2005 


Kindergarten 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Drew  Andersen, 

Jeremy  Chow 

Progr^s  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Nicholas  Milton, 

Christopher  Shannon 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Isaac  Samadi  Zarayan, 

Theodore  Janson 

Grade  1 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Antoine  Smirnov, 

liyan  ()  Toole 

Progres  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  JaeWon  Choi, 

Morgan  I  liininer 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Olivier  Couture,  George  Pamel 

Grade  2 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  David  Smith, 

Mich.ii  Zlatopolsky 

Progres  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Daniel  Wen, 

Joshua  Dernier 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  WVait  Himnier,  Cedrik  Michel 

Grade  3 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Garrett  D'  Ibole,  Jean-Simon  Bellemare, 

George  Loutochin,  Rami  Farhat,  Liam  Bassett, 

Caleb  Ise  1  alonde 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Nicholas  Claxton,  Tor  Stein-Anderson,  Alex  Nikolopolous, 

Matthew  Lupovich,  Alexandre  Lasry,  Christopher  Caswell 


Grade  4 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Anthony  Chow,  Liam  Shannon,  Nico  Vit,  David  Smith, 

Dat  Nguyen,  Lesly  Lam 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Sean  Cong,  Nicky  Andrei,  Nicholas  Chabanne-Salbaing, 
David  Dupont,  Spencer  Wuest,  Stephan  Smirnov 

Grade  5 

Esprit  de  cooperation:  Joey  Wan,  Angelo  Rizzolo. 

Christopher  Matte,  Erik  V'incelli.  Thom.is  Rohan. 

Joe\'  Zanimit 

Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Alexandre  Ferland, 

Ryan  Bi,  NLiximilien  Ciarneau-Pillet,  Sean  Hess, 

Esteban  CMiando,  Erik  Liu 

Attitude  positive  face  a  I'apprentissage: 

Christopher  Malouf,  F.iyez  Elian.  Alexandre  Ignac"2. 

Brandon  Caron,  Thinh  Nguyen,  Alexander  Krolik 

Grade  6 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Nazeer  Khan.  Adam  Ribkott.  .\Luthe\s   lorralbo, 
Daniel  Ganze,  Tien  Nguyen,  Nicholas  Backman 
Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Joseph  Kano, 
Robin  Morgan,  Matthew    lorralbo,  Daniel  C'lan/e, 
Derek  Li,  Nicholas  Mathe 

Responsible  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 
J.ii.k  Trovencher,  Eirik  Stein-Andersen,  IVrek  I  i. 
Salvatore  Vaccarino,  Andrew  Matte.  Simon  Airman 
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Grade  Awards  June  2005 


Kindergarten 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Conor  Shannon, 

Emmanuel  Ferreira 

Progres  remarquables  en  fTan9ais:  Matthew  Brady, 

Raphael  Gad 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Farid  Djamalov,  Jack  Little 

Grade  1 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Zachary  Kott, 

Pierce  Cullen 

Progres  remarquables  en  firan^ais:  Lucas  Oppen, 

Ryan  O'Toole 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Daniel  Malouf,  Joseph  Salzman 

Grade  2 

Influence  positive  dans  la  classe:  Scott  Dennis, 

Matthew  Loewen 

Progres  remarquables  en  firan^ais:  Nafiul  Islam, 

John  Molson 

Curiosite  intellectuelle:  Hadrien  Espiard,  Gregory  Ward 

Grade  3 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Jason  Small,  Jeremy  Herman,  Nicholas  Varvarigos, 
Stephen  Baxter,  Liam  Bassett,  Rami  Farhat 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Justin  Arsenault,  Tommy  Jablonski, 
Brendon  Ribeiro-Dorrington,  Michael  Sarlos, 
William  Shannon 


Grade  4 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Kevin  Ward,  Jeffrey  Fitzpatrick,  Dev  Sumbly, 
Raphael  Brassard,  Mischa  Daniluk,  Philippe  Brock 
Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Leonardo  Lamanuzzi,  Edouard  Charlebois,  Luke  Vincent, 
Charles-Alexandre  Lacoste-Lepine,  Antoine  Van  Duong, 
Jake  Schwartz 

Grade  5 

Esprit  de  cooperation:  Nuvnish  Beejan, 

Eloi  K'ai  Bernier  Chen,  Fernand  Le  Fevre, 

Cairn  Tse-Lalonde,  Brandon  Di  Perno,  Thomas  Sawas 

Efforts  remarquables  en  fran^ais:  Sean  Hatzigeorgiou, 

Alexandre  Phind,  Jonathan  Kwok,  Ryan  Stetiu-Otis, 

Sean  Fiess 

Attitude  positive  face  a  I'apprentissage:  Jake  Levy, 

Joey  Wan,  Matthew  Delia  Valle,  Brandon  Caron, 

Matti  Parnanen,  Erik  Vincelli 

Grade  6 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others: 

Lawrence  Day,  Gordon  Nguyen,  Victor  Bui,  Hari  Iyer, 

Tien  Nguyen 

Eflforts  remarquables  en  &an9ais:  Victor  Bui, 

Robin  Morgan,  Adam  Ribkoff,  Colin  Fitzpatrick, 

Matthew  Jablonski,  Nicholas  Backman,  Daniel  Ganze, 

Hari  Iyer,  Antoine  Limoges,  Tien  Nguyen,  Ali  Shahabi, 

Christopher  Sarlos 

Responsible  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning: 

Anthony  Matte, 
Nikki  Papich, 
Marc  Ordonselli, 
Anthony  Salvo, 
Maxim  Laroche 


At  left, 

a  Grade  5  band 

comprised  of 

(from  left) 

Fernand  Le  Fevre, 

Cairn  Tse-Lalonde 

and  Andrew 

Rizzolo,  rocks  the 

crowd  at  an 

Elementar)'  School 

talent  show  on 

March  10. 
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SHS  golfers  place  seventh  in  GMAA  tournament 


By  Andrew  Funamoto  Grade  1 0 


The  Selvvyn  House  golf  team  entered  the  sixth  annual 
(iMAA  golf  tournament  on  September  22,  geared 
up  and  ready  to  play,  as  always.  It  was  a  cool  but 
sunny  day  at  the  Dor\'al  Cicntilly  course,  with  a  slight  breeze 
that  left  all  the  Selw)'n  House  golfers  with  the  urge  to  play 
their  best.  In  the  past,  Selwyn  House  has  finished  no  better 
than  ninth  place  (380  points),  but  this  year  our  team's 
strengths — ranging  from  the  long  drive  to  the  perfect 
putt — helped  us  achieve  more  than  ever  before. 

Ihc  team  managed  to  muster  up  a  score  of  349  points, 
good  enough  tor  a  seventh-place  finish. 

This  year's  team  consisted  of  eight  students  ranging 


from  Grade  7  to  1 1 :  Jacob  Peterson  (Grade  8)  tied  for  ninth 
with  an  85;  John  MacDougall  (Grade  9)  tied  for  tenth  with 
an  86;  Zach  Balit  (Grade  7)  tied  for  twelfth  with  an  88; 
Aaron  Besner  (Grade  1 1 )  tied  for  fourteenth  with  a  90;  I 
tied  for  fifteenth  with  a  91;  Nico  Congram  (Grade  10)  tied 
for  eighteenth  with  a  94;  Anthony  Depatie  (Grade  9)  tied 
for  rvventA'-second  with  a  98;  and  Vincent-Charles  Hodder 
(Grade  10)  tied  for  rvvent)'-fourth  with  a  100. 

Coaches  Marty  Boyle  and  Pat  Shannon  shot  an  84  and 
77,  respectively.  All  Mr.  Boyle  had  to  say  was  "Wait  'till  next 
year...  just  wait  till  next  year.  With  these  kids,  [the  team] 
can  only  get  better." 


Wrestlers  take  team  trophy  at  Omnium 


By  Rob  Moore,  coach 


The  Selwyn  House  Wrestling  Team  completed  a  very 
successful  weekend  on  November  27  by  taking  home  the 
Novice  team  trophy  at  the  Omnium  de  Quebec  Wrestling 
Tournament,  held  at  Riverdale  High  School  in  Pierrefonds, 
Quebec. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  wrestling  events  in  the 
province,  and  features  more  than  250  competitors 
representing  twent)'-five  clubs  from  Quebec,  Ontario  and 
New  Brunswick. 

The  Grvphons  won  the  team  title  in  the  Boys'  Novice 


division  with  gold  medal  performances  from  William 
Fletcher  8C  and  Jordan  Shrier  IOC.  Also  winning  medals 
were  Steven  Albers  8A  (silver)  and  Denis  Smirnov  8C, 
Armando  Cabba  9B  and  Paul  Nobel  9B. 

In  the  vet)'  strong  Juvenile/Junior  Division,  Julien 
Dumont  IOC  and  Christopher  Yee  Wong  1 IC  each  placed 
a  vet)'  competitive  fourth. 

The  Grvphons  hosted  John  Rennie  and  Laval  Catholic 
on  Fuesday,  November  30,  where  they  tied  Laval  Catholic 
and  lost  to  John  Rennie. 


Jordan  Shrier  (left)  svl^s  up  his  opponent. 


ScKv)n  House 

wrestling  coach 
Rob  Moore  will 
be  the  head  coach  and 
team  leader  ot  the 
C'anadian  wrestling 
Feam  that  will  be 
participating  in  this 
\ears  World  Universin 
Games  from  August  1 1 
to  21  in  Izmir,  Turkey. 
Ihese  are  the 
second-largest  multi 
sport  games  in  the 
world,  second  only  to 
the  Olvmpics,  and  are 
held  every  nvo  years  in 
cities  all  over  the  world, 
sports,  including  track 
wrestlinii. 


Fhe  e\ent  will  feature  fifteen 
and    field,    b.isketball    and 


Selwyn  House  School 


36 


The  Parents'  Newsletter 


Under- 13  soccer  team  strong  in  BC  tournament 


The  Selwyn  House  under- 
13  soccer  team  narrowl\ 
missed  winning  their 
division  in  a  fall  tournament  in 
Victoria,  British  Columbia. 

On  September  28  through 
October  3,  twenty-six  boys  from 
Grades  5  through  7  made  the 
long  flight  to  Victoria,  BC  to 
take  part  in  the  Canadian 
Association  of  Independent 
Schools'  Tournament  hosted  by 
Glenlyon  Norfolk  School  and  St 
Michael's  University  School. 
While  in  Victoria,  the  Selwyn 
House  boys  were  billeted  by  local 
families. 

Twenty  schools  from  all 
across  Canada  took  part  in  the 
tournament.  Before  the  games 
began,  a  Scottish  piper  escorted 

the  athletes  onto  the  field,  where  they  heard  a  brief  address 
by  John  Nash,  father  of  Canadian  NBA  star  Steve  Nash. 

Between  games  the  boys  took  walking  tours  around 
Victoria  and  a  whale-watching  cruise  aboard  12-passenger 
Zodiac  boats.  They  saw  killer  whales,  minke  whales, 
porpoises  and  an  elephant  seal. 

The  Gryphons  lost  in  an  overtime  shootout  against 
Toronto's  Royal  St.  George's  to  finish  in  second  place  in  the 
silver  division. 

"The  weather  was  unbelievably  beautiful,"  says  Coach 
Alfie  Paoletti.  "The  fields  were  great  and  the  kids  were 
super-well  behaved." 

The  following  accoimt  of  the  trip  was  written  by  Grade 
6  students  Malcolm  Pinnell  and  Eirik  Stein-Andersen. 

If  you  ask  anybody  on  the  Selwyn  House  U-13  soccer  team 
they  will  tell  you  that  the  tournament  in  British  Columbia  was 
the  trip  of  a  lifetime. 

Our  team  consisted  of  about  fifteen  skilled  soccer  players 
and  two  fabulous  coaches.  We  landed  in  Victoria  after  a  six- 
hour  plane  ride  and  boarded  a  bus  provided  by  St.  Michael's 
University  School,  the  school  hosting  the  tournament.  The  bus 
took  us  to  the  Chateau  Victoria  hotel  where  we  slept  for  the 
night.  In  the  morning  we  headed  down  to  the  dock  for  some 
whale  watching  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  were  amazed  at  how 
many  kinds  of  whales  we  saw.  We  saw  minke  whales,  killer 
whales  and  all  kinds  of  other  sea  creatures. 

At  about  noon  we  went  to  St.  Michael's  and  had  a  few 
scrimmages  against  Royal  St.  Georges  and  Country  Day  School. 
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The  boys  tour  Victoria 

That  night  we  met  our  billets,  who  made  us  feel  at  home. 

The  following  day,  as  we  heard  the  Scottish  piper  playing 
the  bagpipes  at  the  opening  ceremony  and  Steve  Nash's  father 
giving  an  exciting  speech,  we  all  knew  that  the  real  tournament 
was  about  to  begin. 

Our  first  game  was  against  St.  Andrews.  It  was  really 
tough.  We  turned  a  tight  game  into  a  big  win.  That  game 
brought  our  confidence  up  big  time.  The  team  was  really 
starting  to  gel 

Our  second  game  was  completely  mental  We  were  up  2-0 
and  thought  we  had  an  easy  win,  so  we  started  to  let  up.  Then 
Ridley  scored  two  quick  goals  and  we  never  recovered.  The  game 
ended  in  a  2-2  tie. 

We  had  to  win  our  third  game  to  get  into  the  gold  division 
finals.  We  went  down  3-0  in  the  early  going  but  bounced  back 
to  make  it  3-2  in  the  last  minute — but  it  was  too  late. 

In  the  fourth  game  we  had  an  easy  6-0  win  and  got  into 
the  silver  division  semifinals.  The  silver  division  semi-final  was 
a  great  game.  We  were  leading  1-0  afier  the  first  half  but  we 
tied  at  1-1.  The  game  went  into  overtime,  but  no  one  scored. 
We  tied  in  the  first  shootout,  but  lost  in  the  second.  It  was  a 
great  game  even  though  we  did  not  win. 

The  closing  ceremony  was  a  great  end  to  the  tournament. 
All  the  teams  feasted  at  the  banquet.  It  was  sad  to  leave  Victoria 
and  the  great  families  that  we  all  stayed  with.  After  some  long 
pLine  rides  we  were  back  with  our  own  fimilies.  As  we  said, 
this  was  a  tournament  and  a  trip  of  a  lifetime. 
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Terry  Fox  Run  an  all-school  event 


This  year's  Terry  Fox 
Run,  held  on  Octohcr 
8,  was  graced  with 
perfect  fall  weather.  Since 
Selwyn  House  School  started 
taking  part  in  the  Terry  Fox 
Run  in  1987.  the  school  has 
raised  well  over  $350,00  tor 
the  cause.  Each  $21,000  in 
donations  will  pay  tor  a 
researcher  for  one  year  to  help 
I'lnd  a  cure  tor  this  disease. 


Top  photo:  Kindergarten 

students  off  the  starting  line. 

l^ft  Chris  Qirswcll  .^B  and 

his  mother,  Judv,  m;ike  it  a 

taniilv  event.  Right:  Seniors 

and  Elementary  students 
niidie  it  an  all-school  event. 


Selwyn  House  School 


38 


The  Parents'  Neu'sUttfr 


Rrii'jC  1^  Bfi 


-f-a- 


N    E  w  s 


Elementary  hockey  season  exciting  from  first  second  to  last 

By  Jean  Pruneau,  coach 


This  past  season  was  an  exciting  one  for  the  Selwyn 
House  Elementary  School  hockey  team,  starting 
with  season  tryouts  at  the  beginning  of  November. 

The  competition  was  keen,  as  all  the  players  from  last 
year  had  now  moved  on  to  Grade  7,  except  for  our 
goaltenders.  Thirty  boys  from  Grades  5  and  6,  plus  two 
from  Grade  4,  came  onto  the  ice  to  show  the  coaches  their 
skills.  After  a  series  of  seven  tests,  the  top  fifteen  players  and 
two  goaltenders  were  given  their  Gryphon  jerseys. 

Going  through  several  practices  to  improve  their 
individual  skills — but  mainly  to  improve  their  collective 
play — the  boys  showed  in  their  first  games  that  passing  was 
going  to  be  key  to  their  success. 

The  team  played  in  three  tournaments,  and  were 
finalists  in  all  three.  They  also  participated  in  a  three-on- 
three  tournament  at  Kuper  Academy. 

Our  second  coach,  Mr.  Mike  Downey,  helped  me 
divide  the  group  into  two  teams.  Once  again,  collective  play 
paid  off  with  the  two  SHS  teams  ending  up  playing  against 
one  another  in  the  finale.  It  was  another  successful  and 
exciting  competition. 

At  the  end  of  February,  after  placing  second  in  the 
league,  the  Gryphons  won  the  semifinal  and  went  on  to 
play  their  eternal  rivals,  LCC  What  a  game 
the  boys  played!  CFCF-12  television  was 
there  to  witness  the  action.  The  boys  were 
on  TV  news  that  night.  It  was  a  close  game 
from  the  beginning  till  the  end.  The  game 
was  tied  2-2  with  five  minutes  to  go  when 
the  Gryphons  scored  to  take  the  lead.  With 
a  little  over  two  minutes  left,  LCC  came 
back  to  tie  the  game  again.  It  looked  like 
overtime  was  coming.  We  had  a  chance  to 
win  it  with  about  ten  seconds  to  go,  but 
luck  slipped  through  our  hands.  LCC  was 
able  to  shoot  the  puck  outside  their  zone 
and  brought  it  close  to  our  net.  With  only 
1.8  seconds  left  in  regular  time,  the  puck 
crossed  our  goal  line  and  our  boys'  hopes 
were  dashed. 

Nevertheless,  they  showed  great 
sportsmanship  at  that  moment,  even  though 
they  didn't  finish  the  season  by  winning 
what  seemed  to  be  their  most  important 
game  in  four  months.  Parents  and  coaches 
were  very  impressed  with  what  the  boys 
demonstrated  on  the  ice  all  year  long.  The 
2004-2005  season  will  be  one  that  will  be 
remembered  a  long  time. 


IS 


all   contributed   to   the   team's 


No   individual  accomplishment  was  mentioned  here 
because    playing    together    as    a    team    is    really   what 
important.  The   following 
success:    Brendan    Keefe 
6B,    Jacob    Cohen     5B, 
Jean-Louis      Chen      6A, 
Anthony  Salvo  6B,   Sean 
Hatzigeorgiou  5A, 

Christopher  Malouf  5A, 
Eirik  Stein-Andersen  6A, 
Colin  Fitzpatrick  6A, 
Matti  Parnanen  5B, 
Jonathan  Levitt  6B,  Adam 
Ribkoff  6A,  Dan  Ton- 
That  4B,  Liam  Shannon 
4A,  Marc  Ordonselli  6B, 
Cameron  Romoff  5B, 
Michael  Smith  6B,  Eric- 
Joseph  Del  Balso  6A, 
Christian  Buchanan  6A, 
Nikki  Papich  6A  and 
Matthew  Jablonski  6A.  Eirik  Stein-Andersen  in 

Way  to  go,  boys!  action  against  LCC 


The  Elementary  Hockey  Gryphons.  In  back  from  left:  coaches  Jean 

Pruneau  and  Mike  Downey.  Players  standing,  from  left:  Adam 

RibkofF,  Christian  Buchanan,  Anthony  Salvo,  Marc  Ordonselli,  Eric 

Joseph  Del  Balso,  Sean  Hatzigeorgiou,  Eirik  Stein-Andersen, 

Jonathan  Levitt,  Christopher  Malouf  and  Colin  Fitzpatrick.  Kneeling, 

from  left:  Brendan  Keefe,  Michael  Smith,  Dan  Ton-That,  Jean-Louis 

Chen,  Cameron  Romoff  and  Matti  Parnanen.  Lying  in  front,  Jacob 

Cohen.  Absent  from  photo,  Liam  Shannon 
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Rugby  Highlights 


By  Peter  Govan,  coach 


David  Friedman  carries  the  ball  against  LCC  at  McGill's  Molson  Stadium. 


This  year  Selwyn  House  fielded  Bantam,  Midget,  and 
Senior  rugby  teams.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
season  was  the  Country  Day  Tournament  in 
Ontario,  where  over  fifty  players  took  part  in  a  tournament 
that  emphasized  play  and  sportsmanship.  There  were  no 
trophies  or  medals  awarded. 

The  Bantam  team  competed  in  the  GMAA 
tournament,  and  competed  well.  A  late-.sea.son  victory  after 
some  narrow  losses  proved  that  perseverance  and 
commitment  to  practice  paid  oH. 

The  Midget  team  competed  in  the  GMAA  Seven-a- 
Side  tournament  and  played  exhibition  games.  Their 
highlights  included  a  late-sea.son  win  at  Molson  stadium. 

I  he  Senior  team  suffered  from  unavailable  players  in 
critical  games.  Their  first-half  performance  at  Loyola,  a 
game  we  lost,  demonstrated  their  potential.  Many  players 
are  returning  next  season,  wlien  we  hope  to  return  to  the 
playoffs. 

II  the  enthusiasm,  deyekipment,  and  conunitmcnt  ot 
our  players  are  any  indication,  we  should  field  exciting 
teams  at  all  levels  next  year. 


Phil  Cutler  1  It;  with  coach  Peter  Covan 
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Baseball  team  a  solid  mix  ofveteranSy  rookies 


By  Steve  Mitchell  and  Tom  Downey,  coaches 


Jon  Mechanic  lOA  at  bat 


This  year's  edition  of  the  Gryphon  baseball  team 
featured  an  interesting  collection  of  veterans  and 
rookies.  From  Grade  11,  Aaron  Besner  and 
Charles  Madon  provided  strong  pitching  and  hitting,  as 
did  Jon  Shen. 

The  bright  spots  on  the  roster  are  a  list  of  talented 
young  rookies  who  will  hopefully  mold  into  a 
competitive  group  in  the  not-too-distant  future.  Those 
boys  are  led  by  Kevin  Auerbach,  Daniel  Kost-Stephenson 
and  Eric  Salvatore,  all  of  whom  are  in  Grade  8. 

The  returning  players  next  year  should  be  ready  to 
lead  by  example  and,  with  their  experience,  give  our  team 
strength  at  the  plate.  They  are:  Andrew  Funamoto  IOC, 
Matthew  Vesnaver  9C  and  Jon  Mechanic  lOA. 

The  bench  players  all  illustrated  improvement  and 
will  challenge  to  play  as  regulars  next  year.  They  are: 
Justin  Leopold  8A,  Jordan  Shrier  IOC,  Sean  Tepper  8A 
and  Daniel  Wolfe  9C. 

This  team  was  very  dedicated,  and  was  an  enjoyable 
group  to  coach. 


My  Experience  at  the  Canadian  Wrestling  Championships 

Byjulien  Dimiont  IOC 


I  love  sports.  For  as  long  as  I  can 
remember,  I  have  been  curious  about 
every  sport  and  have  tried  many  of  them. 
I  had  never  wrestled  before  coming  to 
Selwyn  House  School  two  years  ago  but  I 
was  happy  to  see  it  as  a  gym  option  and  I 
took  up  Mr.  Moore's  invitation  to  start 
practising  during  the  summer  with  the 
Montreal  Wrestling  Club  before  school 
started.  I  could  not  have  imagined  then 
where  wrestling  could  lead  me. 

I  continued  to  practise  with  the  MWC, 
which  helped  my  progress  and  certainly  gave 
me  a  good  advantage  when  competing 
within  the  GMAA  for  Selwyn  House. 

In  April,  I  flew  to  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland  to  participate  in  the 
Canadian  Cadet  Wrestling  Championships. 
It  was  my  biggest  competition  to  date  and  I 


Julien  Dumont  IOC 


wrestled  four  matches,  winning  two  of 
them,  which  gave  me  a  fourth  place  overall 
for  my  weight  category.  Wrestling  Canada 
lists  the  top  six  performances,  so  it  was 
pretty  cool  to  see  my  name  on  their  Web 
site. 

Though  we  were  pretty  busy  with  the 
tournament  during  the  five  days  we  were 
there,  we  did  have  the  chance  to  experience 
some  Newfoundland  specialties.  The  "Jig's 
Dinner "  was  delicious,  so  1  ate  it  repeatedly 
ever)'  chance  I  got,  and  I  stood  on  Canada's 
easternmost  point. 

This  summer,  I  will  be  representing 
Quebec  at  the  Canada  Games  in  Regina, 
Saskatchewan.  I  plan  to  work  hard  to 
prepare  tor  these  events  so  that  I  don't 
disappoint  myself  or  my  teammates. 
Through  wrestling,  I  will  discover  another 


admit  I  didn't  really  know  what  to  expect.  I  discovered  part  of  Canada.  I  have  learned  many  lessons  of  perseverance 
that  the  athletes  from  Western  Canada  are  strong  and  humility  since  I  started  wrestling.  I  am  now  anxious  to 
competitors  and  their  skill  should  not  be  underestimated.  I     go  wherever  it  leads  me. 
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Halo  Race  2005 


lop:  drade  3  boys  blast  off  the  starting  line  with  Scl\v\  n  House  leading  the 

pack.  Below  left:  Lawrence  Day  and  Christian  Buchanan  after  finishing  ft)urth 

and  first,  respectively.  Below  right:  Leonardo  Lainanuzzi  and  Liam  Shannon 

after  finishing  fourth  and  fifth,  respectively. 


After  two  postponements, 
the  GMAA  Halo  Race  on 
Mount  Royal  went  ahead 
on  Mayll,  with  Selwyn  House 
students  joining  5,000  other 
\oungsters  for  the  annual 
event.  SHS  students  finishing 
in  the  top  ten  were: 
Grade  3:  Justin  Arsenault,  6th. 
Grade  4:  Leonardo  Lamanuzzi, 

4th;  Liam  Shannon,  5th 

and  Jeff  Fitzpatrick,  9th. 
Grades  5  and  6.  Race  A: 

Christian  Buchanan,  1st; 

Fayez  Eliam.  2nd; 

Lawrence  Day,  4th; 

Adam  Ribkoff,  7th; 

Matti  Parnanen.  8th. 
Race  B:  Malcolm  Pinnell,  1st; 

Eirik  Stein-Andersen,  2nd; 

Anthony  Salvo,  3rd; 

Michael  Smith.  4th  and 

Nicholas  Backman,  8th. 
Bantam:  Bjorn  Dawson,  2nd. 
Midget:  David  Rappaport, 

2nd;  Ryan  Quinn,  3rd; 

Matthew  Palardy.  8th 

,ind  Andrew  P.inccr.  ^^th. 
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Elementary  Track  and  Field  Day 


Scenes  from  the  Elementary  Track  and 

Field  Day,  held  on  May  20.  Top  left, 

Michael  Smith  and  Ali  Shahabi  (both 

6B)  in  the  home  stretch.  Top  right, 

Eirik  Stein-Andersen  6A  crosses  the 

finish  line.  Left,  Ryan  Lo  lA  on  the 

ball.  Right,  Alex  Pfiind  5A  tosses  the 

medicine  ball.  Below  left,  phys-ed 

teacher  Alfie  Paoletti  pins  a  ribbon  on 

Joseph  Salzman  1 B.  Below  centre, 

Patrick  Bourque  2A  on  the  obstacle 

course.  Below  right,  Nicholas 

Chabanne-Salbaing  4A  hoisted  by 

classmates  Noah  Daoust  and  Jake 

Schwartz  after  Speirs  House  emerges  as 

the  winners  of  the  day's  competition. 
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Selwyn  House  Athletic  Banquet  2005 


SPORT 


AWARD        WINNERS 


SPORT 


AWARD        WINNERS 


Fall  Awaixls  2004 

Most  Improved 

Gordon  Parerson 

Gr.  7  Football 

Most  Promise 

Frankie  Grassi/Josh  Hanek 

Most  Promise 

Emmanuel  Ho 

Most  Improved 

John  Flsposito/Charles  Chen 

Midget  Basketball  Most  Improved 

Andrew  Ficzpatrick 

M.VR 

Jack  Melkerson 

M.VR  Offence 

MarkSadaka 

M.V.R 

Ian  Levine 

M.VR  Offence 

Dino  Zammit 

M.V.R 

Michael  Abramson 

Sr.  Basketball 

Most  Improved 

Alex  Henderron 

Bantam  Football 

Best  Lineman 

AlexVit 

Most  Improved 

Brendan  Munzar 

Most  Improved 

Mark  Minogue 

M.VR 

Philip  Clark 

M.VR 

Zack  Martin 

M.VR 

Da%id  Friedman 

Most  Promise 

Adam  Wathier 

EJem.  Hockey 

M.VR 

Eirik  Stein-Andersen 

Most  Promise 

Andrew  Fitzpatrick 

M.VR 

Matt  Pamanen 

Most  Promise 

Williiun  MacCulloch 

Most  Impro\ed 

Sean  Hatzigeoipou 

Senior  Football 

OfFensive  M.V.P 

Phil  Clark/ Alex  Henderson 

Most  Promise 

Cameron  Romoff 

Best  Linesniiui 

Brendan  Mnnzar 

Elem.  B  Hockey 

M.VR 

Christian  Buchanan 

Defensive  M.V.P  Charles  Fortin/ 

Most  Improved 

Esteban  Obando 

Sammy  Hammouda 

Most  Promise 

Thomas  Sawas 

M.VR 

David  Friedman 

Gr.  7  Hockey 

Most  Promise 

Yisin  Clsse 

Hlcni.  Soccer 

Most  Improved 

Mike  Smith 

Most  Impro\ed 

James  Menzies 

M.VP 

Malcolm  Pinnel 

Most  Improved 

Fred  Langelier 

Most  Improvcxi 

Mel  Hoppenheim 

M.VR 

John  Esposito 

M.VR 

Celeron  Romoft 

Bmi.  Hockey 

Most  Promise 

James  Shannon 

Most  Promise 

Adam  Ribkoff 

M.VR  Defbnce 

Sam  Gilbert 

Gr.  7  Soccer 

Best  Defender 

Patrick  Nadeau 

M.VR  Defbnce 

Matthew  Kendrick 

M.VR 

Jack  Busby 

M.VR 

Zach  Martin 

Bantam  Soccer 

Most  Promise 

Geoff  Matheson 

Most  Improved 

Marc  Minc^e 

Most  Improved 

Adim  Covienslgr 

Sr.  Hockey 

Mast  Impro\-ed 

S.immy  Hammouda 

M.VR 

Kc\in  Paid 

M.V.P  Offence 

Philip  Cuder 

Midget  Soccer 

Best  Defender 

Jens  Hantsen 

M.VR  Deftnc-e 

OIKierSaleh 

M.VR 

Ramin  Mohsenin 

M.\'.R  Defiance 

Ckiries  Forrin 

Senior  Soccer 

Best  Forwiial 

Francesco  Sacco 

Mast  Promise 

D.uiiel  D  i-\mico 

Best  Defender 

Andrew  Pelekis 

X-C  Skiing 

M.VR 

Thonus  Nation 

M.VR 

Robbie  AlieLson 

Most  Impro\'ed 

Treror  Hcxw>n 

X-C  Riuining 

Most  Promise 

R\iui  Alcm.ui 

M.VR 

J.uiies  Qiulton 

M.VR 

IDavid  Rappaport 

Curling 

Mast  lmpro\c\l 
Mast  Paimise 

Philip  r.im  Kim 
Andrei  Jones 

Winter  Awaitk  2003-2004 

Wrestling 

Most  Promise 

Williiun  Fletcher 

Spring  Awards  2005 

Most  Promise 

Bnan  Altman 

B.inr.im  Icnnis 

Mast  Impaivcd 

IiLstin  H.igcn 

Most  Imjwwcxi 

Julicn  Diiniont 

Mast  lmpm\-ed 

Jack\Ul\ilkvh 

M.VR 

Christopher  Yee  Wong 

Midget  "lennis 

Mast  Promise 

r>\\M\  Baiph\- 

IJcin.  lliskctlxill 

Most  Promise 

Cxmiior  O'Brien 

Mast  Improwxl 

.\nda-\\  F"ir/fv.itrick 

Most  ImpixAcxl 

Ali  Sh.ibadi 

M.V.P 

Stef-an  Papidi 

M.VP 

M;ilcolm  Pinnel 

Juvenile  Tennis 

M.VR 

Phil  Cl.u4< 

Gr.  7  avskctkiil 

Mixst  Impnnal 

John  Limont 

Mast  Improwxl 

Stehin  1  uu 

Delensive  Mirst 

Iniproval  Michael  Abnimson 

Mast  lmpro\r(.l 

Sean  Ciroxtr 

Detcnsivc  M.Vl 

\  Josh  Hanek 

Track  &  Field 

M.VR 

Mattliov  P.il.iivh- 

Oftl-nsive  M.Vl 

Jack  MelkcrMni 

M.VR 

I>i\id  Rip[\i(xirt 

Btm.  Biisketbali 

M.VR 

R\~an  Igger 

Gr.7 

Most  Promise 

Bjoni  Dawson 
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Bantam  Rugby 

Midget  Rugby 
Senior  Rugby 
Baseball 


Most  Promise 
Best  Back 
Best  Forward 
M.VP 
Best  Forward 
Best  Back 
Best  Forward 


Most  Promise 
Most  Improved 
M.VP 
Special  Awards 

The  Cassils  Memorial  Trophy 

McMaster  Trophy 

Bob  Anderson  Trophy 

W.  Molson  Cup 

Coaches'  Award 

Bomer  Memorial  Cup 

Brian  Ta)'lor  Memorial  Trophy 


Michael  Aziz 
Evan  Sequiera 
Phil  Gameau-Halliday 
Emanual  Wo 
Daniel  D'Amico 
Alexander  Vit 
Aaron  Esterson, 
Brendan  Munzar 
Kevin  Auerbach 
Jon  Mechanic 
Aaron  Besner 

John  Esposito 
David  Friedman 
Brendan  Munzar 
Da\ad  Friedman 
DinoZammit 
Da\'id  Friedman 
John  Esposito 


Top:  David  Friedman 

receives  the  McMaster 

Trophy  and  the  W.  Molson 

Cup  from  Senior  School 

Director  Rob  Wearing,  Board 

Member  Duncan  Campbell 

and  Headmaster  William 
Mitchell.  Above  left:  Brendan 

Munzar  receives  the  Bob 

Anderson  Trophy  from  football 

coaches  Mike  Downey,  Mike 

Maurovich  and  Tom  Downey. 

Above  right:  John  Esposito 

receives  the  Cassils  Memorial 

Trophy  from  Middle  School 

Director  Carol  Manning,  Mr. 

Campbell  and  Mr.  Mitchell. 


Sportsmen's  Guild  inductees,  from  left:  Olivier  Saleh,  Ben  Wilner,  Patrick  Malouf, 

Justin  Kuzmicki,  Alex  Henderson,  Philip  Cutler,  Brendan  Munzar,  James  Coulton, 

David  Friedman,  Phil  Clark,  Aaron  Esterson,  Julien  Dumont,  Sammy  Hamouda, 

Dine  2^ammit  and  Charles  Fortin 
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Remembrance  Day  for  all  ages 


By  Richard  Wills,  Publication  Editor 


Wc  adults  observe 
Remembrance 
Day  to  help  us 
comprehend  the  sacrifice 
of  those  Canadian  soldiers 
who  have  gone  before  us 
into  the  breach  and  across 
the  Great  Divide.  One 
often  wonders  what  these 
observances  can  mean  to 
an  Elementary  School 
student  who  is  too  young 
to  understand  the  reality 
of  an  event  such  as  the 
battle  of  Vimy  Ridge. 

Occasionally,  however, 
the  Remembrance  Day 
ceremonies  at  Selwyn 
House  seem  to  resonate  in 
the   hearts   and   minds   of 


Kindergarten  students  Sebastien  Handy,  Theodore 
Janson,  William  Lasry  and  Mathieu  Leblanc  at  the  2004 
Remembrance  Day  assembly 


men  in  war  are  those  who 
die  earliest,  for  those  who 
endure  must  bear  witness 
to  the  deaths  of  their 
closest  friends.  Let  us  not 
honour  war  but  its 
combatants:  the  men. 
often  adolescent  boys, 
who  answer  the  call  of 
dut\'  and  give  their  lives 
so  that  others  may  live." 
Phil  then  read. 
"Dulce  et  Decorum  est." 
by  Wilfred  Owen,  a 
poem  he  described  as 
"depicting  the  horrors  of 
war  and  the  plague  that  is 
nationalism.  Dulce  et 
Decorum  est.  Pro  Patria 
Mori,    looselv  translated. 


the  school's  youngest  students.  One  senses  that  they  are  able     means  'It  is  noble  to  die  for  one's  country.  " 
to  grasp  the  gravit\' of  the  occasion,  and  to  comprehend  the  Senior  history'  teacher  Tom   Nicoll   then   delivered  a 

mixture  of  pride  and  luimility  that  are  the  veterans'  legacy  speech  to  the  assembly.  "It  is  a  recurring  theme,"  he  said, 
to  us  all.  This  year's  ceremony  was  such  an  occasion.  "old  men  sending  young  men  and  women  to  die  and  then 

Once  the  official  colour  part)'  had  entered  the  room,  the     speaking  solemnly  of  their  great  sacrifices  for  the  cause, 
ceremony   began   with   a   singing   of   the   School    Hymn.  "It  will  be  up  to  your  generation   to  help  stop  the 

Following  an  introduction  by  Headmaster  William  madness, "  he  told  the  students,  "and  possibly,  just  possibly. 
Mitchell,  Grade  6  student  Adam  Ribkoff  read  "First  wars  can  be  ended.  If  not.  as  Albert  Einstein  stated.  "I  know 
Poppies."  Brendan  Beallor,  Grade  7,  not  with  what  weapons  Vi'orld  ^ar 

read  Flanders     Fields"     by    ■■■■■■■■■■■■^■^^^^^^^^H  will  be  fought,  but  WWIV  will 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  McCrae.     ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H[^^^^^^^^^^^|    ^^  fought  with  sticks  and  stones." 
MD.  Anthony  Depatic,  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^P^^^^^^^^^I  Stefan    Luu,    Grade  read 

"Le   Dormeur  du   Val'   by  Arthur    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Bf  ^^^^^^^1     Ecclesiasticus  44:1-14.  The  school 

Rimbaud.  ^^H^^^^^^^^^^^k  l^^^H  ^vho  acted  as  fla^  bearers 

"We  today    to     ^^■■^^^^^^^^^^^^K  ^^^^|     ^'•^^  '^'-'  ^'^^l^^ur  part)'  read  of}  the 

honour  the  memory  of  men  we  did    ^V^^^^^^^^^P^^^^        ^^^^|  of  the   fifn-   graduates 

know:     men    whose  ^H  ^^^^^^^^Ifl^^^^Ht  ^^^^^1     ScNwn  House  who  lost  their 

completely    foreign    to  ^^^  ^B^S^^^^^^^^B mB^^^^I  ^^^  colour  part)'  lowered  their 

prefect  Phil  Clark  1 1 B.  "We  are  here    ^^B^^S^^^^^^^^^^H  ^H^^^^H     flasrs  while  a  ouest  trumpeter  olavcd 

because  of  them,  and  yet  we  do  not    |Bfl||B^^^^     "^^ll^^H  ^^^^^^^1      Last  Post.     I  he  Headmaster  and 

know  them.  We  do  not  know  how    F^M  ^^^^^B^^^^^^^^l     all    those   assembled    then    recited 

they  lived,  so  we  honour  how  they    \j  ^^^^^^^^^^^|     'We  Will   Remember  Them,"  the 

died.      Ihcy     fought     in     graves    m  ^^^^^^^^^|     well-known  excerpt  from  "For  the 

preemptively   dug.   They    survived 

weeks,      often      months,      under 

constant    fire   while    their    bodies 

became  a  breeding  ground  for  all 

manner    of  vermin.    The    hickiesi  Phi!  ("lark  1  1  B 


fallen"  by  Laurence  Binyon. 

.After  the  singing  of  the 
national  anthem,  the  assembly  was 
dismi.ssed. 
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Selwyn  House  hosts  Heritage  Fair  2005 


On  Friday,  May  13,  2005,  Selwyn  House  School 
hosted  1 50  students  from  Grades  4  to  9, 
representing  schools  from  the  Greater  Montreal 
area.  These  students  prepared  seventy  projects  featuring  the 
history   ot   Canada,    its   heroes,    legends,    milestones   and 


Sanuiel  de 


CHAMP' 


Antoine  Limoges  6B  with  his  project  on 
Samuel  de  Champlain 


achievements. 

The  Fair's  special  guests  included  Senator  Laurier 
Lapierre  and  Chief  Top  Leaf  (Albert  McArdle),  Aboriginal 
educator  and  environmentalist. 

Heritage  Fair  is  part  of  a  national  programme  called 
Historica  Heritage  Fairs  Programme  (see  www.histori.ca), 
an  initiative  developed  to  increase  public  awareness  and 
interest  in  Canadian  history,  to  promote  and  publicize  the 
variety  and  uniqueness  of  our  heritage  and  to  create  an 
exciting  learning  environment  for  students  of  social  studies. 
Two-hundred  thousand  students  across  Canada  participated 
in  Regional  Fairs  this  year.  Selected  Regional  winners  go  on 
to  the  National  Heritage  Fair,  which  is  held  in  a  different 
part  of  Canada  each  year.  The  2005  National  Fair  will  be 
held  in  Saskatoon  in  mid  July. 

The  eight  teams  from  Selwyn  House  did  a  great  job, 
winning  the  following  prizes: 

William  Fletcher's  project  on  Daphne  Odjig  won  the 
Grade  8  RBC  award  for  Native  culture;  Antoine  Limoges' 
project  on  Samuel  de  Champlain  won  the  Grade  6  HBC 
award  on  exploration;  Jean-Louis  Chen  and  Brendan  Keefe's 
project  on  Marguerite  Bourgeoys  won  the  Grade  6  Richard 
Barrett  Shining  Star  award  for  enthusiasm;  the  team  of 
Colin  Fitzpatrick  and  Derek  Li  won  an  Honourable 
Mention  in  Grade  6  for  their  project  entitled  "Sirop 
d'erable"  and  Adam  Wathier  won  an  Honourable  Mention 
in  Grade  8  for  his  project  on  Crowfoot. 


Jacques  Brodeur  teaches  students,  parents  about  violence 


Jacques  Brodeur,  an  educator  with  over  thirty 
years  of  experience  working  in  schools  in 
Quebec,  came  to  Selwyn  House  February  2  and  3 
to  educate  students,  teachers  and  parents  on  how  to 
reduce  bullying  and  to  improve  the  quality  of 
children's  lives. 

In  his  presentation  for  parents,  Mr.  Brodeur 
spoke  of  six  important  factors  that  cause  troubled 
behaviour  in  children:  the  harm  caused  by  viewing 
TV,  movies  and  video  games  that  include  verbal 
violence,  physical  violence  and  the  fear  factor;  the 
importance  of  developing  children's  capacity  to 
express  emotion;  the  importance  ot  becoming  critical 
viewers  and  thinkers  and  being  able  to  feel  and 
express  empathy;  the  need  for  household  rules  and 
routines  and  family  communication;  the  response  of 
each  child  when  faced  with  physical  or  verbal 
violence;  and  the  need  to  practise  bravery. 
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Parent      Volunteer      Association 


Parent  Volunteer  Association  Committee  Reports 


Karma  Hallward 
PVA  Chair 

My  rwo-year  position  as  Chair  of 
ihc  I'arcnt  Volunteer  Association  is 
coming  to  an  end,  so  I  wanted  to  use 
tiiis  opportunity  to  share  a  few 
thoughts. 

We,  as  Selwyn  House  parent 
vokuiteers,  are  so  fortiuiate  in  the 
support  we  get  from  Mr.  Mitciicli  and 
his  entire  staff.  They  have  always  been 
so  receptive  and  supportive  of  our 
ideas,  really  just  delighted  when  we 
want  to  help  in  the  school  in  some 
way.  Having  a  staff  member  who  deals 
exclusively  with  parent  volunteer 
activities  (the  wonderful  Maureen 
Mackell)  proves  how  much  we  are 
welcome  in  the  school.  Throughout 
my  ten  years  of  volunteering  at  SHS, 
1  have  met  so  many  kind  and 
generous  parents  who  put  in  time  and 


Parent  Volunteer  Maria  Zammit  serves  up  a  slushie  on  Spirit  Day 


energy  in  big  and  small  doses  to  be  part  of  their  sons'  school 
experience.  1  extend  a  big  thank  you  to  all  the  co-ordinators 
for  their  hard  work  over  the  past  two  years.  It  was  a  pleasure 
working  with  you  and  I  hope  to  see  some  new  faces  in  our 
meetings  next  year. 

Admission 
Nicole  Charbonneau,  Coordinator 

Wow!  Has  it  been  two  years  already?  lime  really  flies 
when  you  are  having  fun!  Between  Open  Houses,  "Visit  the 
School  in  Action"  days,  where  we  have  discovered  VISA 
MOMS,  entrance  exams  and  the  New  Parents  Reception, 
the  time  I  spent  as  coordinator  of  Admission  has  been  quite 
an  enjoyable  and    rewarding  experience. 

I  will  miss  all  the  wonderful  people  who  are  always 
ready  to  help  new  parents  with  tiieir  questions  and  greet 
them  with  a  smile.  Proud  of  their  school,  they  love  to  brag 
to  other  parents,  who  are  sometimes  anxious  about  chosing 
the  right  school  for  their  sons.  It  has  been  a  privilege  for  me 
to  work  with  such  a  giinip  of  women,  and  I  know  that  is 
just  one  more  reason  Selwyn  House  is  such  a  great  place  for 
our  boys  to  develop. 

A  special  thank  you  to  Svlvie  Bastien-Hoss,  who  is  a  jm' 
to  work  with,  a  great  ambassador  for  t)ur  school  and  a  warm 
comforting  presence  for  the  boys.  With  Lili  Le  F^vre  taking 
over  next  year,  1  know  the  school  will  be  well  represented. 
C^ne  good  thing  about  this  is  I  can  still  volunteer  next  )ear! 

Have  a  great  suninui  ,uul  I  hope  to  see  vou  all  in 
September! 


Lunch  Service  Committee 
Leigh  Guerriero,  Coordinator 

As  another  school  year  comes  to  a  close  its  eas>'  to  see 
why  volunteering  at  Selwyn  House  is  such  a  great 
experience.  With  so  many  people  willing  to  do  their  part,  it 
made  serving  lunch  to  the  boys  possible. 

Over  the  past  two  years  there  have  been  many  changes 
with  regard  to  lunches  at  Selwyn  House  School.  Gone  are 
the  days  of  family-style  serving  for  all  the  boys.  In  the  fall  of 
2003  cafeteria  service  became  part  of  the  routine  when  the 
dining  hall  was  moved  to  the  Lucas  g>m.  now  known  as 
Coristine  Hall,  named  for  the  late  Christopher  R.  Coristinc 
'49.  Older  boys  would  serve  themselves  and  enjoy  a  latter 
selection  of  foods,  while  the  little  ones  would  still  require 
the  assistance  of  teachers  and  volunteers. 

Last  year  Kindergarten  through  Grade  4  students  were 
served  bv  the  older  bo\s  from  Grades  S  and  6.  \bluntecr 
parents  were  available  to  supervise  the  scr^■ice  and  make  sure 
things  went  smoothly  on  Mondays  while  teachers  had  their 
weeklv  tneetings.  This  year  Grades  2,  .^  and  4  joined  the 
ranks  of  cafeteria  service  while  Kindergarten  and  Grade  1 
students  still  enjoyed  table  service  provided  by  the  devoted 
group  i>f  hardworking  volunteer  parents  who  now  .scr\c  on 
a  dailv  basis.  Man\  of  our  volunteer  lunch  scr%ers  arc 
patents  of  these  yoimger  boys.  They  enjoy  having  a  chance 
to  see  their  sons  during  the  day.  and  the  school  benefits 
from  their  participation  and  dedication.  It  was  new  for 
everyone,  having  volunteers  at  first  lunch  ever)-  day,  and  it 
reallv  worked  out  well.  The  limch  volunteers  provide  a  ver\' 
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litany  of  jokes  that  had  the 
four  hundred  guests  on  the 


floor.    The 

$150,000, 

going     to 

Children's 

$1,000    to 

Canadiens 

Foundation 


From  left:  Sharon  Cozens,  Selwyn  House  Director  of  Alumni  and  Parent  Relations,  joins 

Lisa  Smith,  volunteer  chair  of  the  Comedy  Night  Committee  and  SHS  Headmaster 

Will  Mitchell  to  cheer  the  night's  financial  accomplishments. 


school  raised 
with  $10,000 
the  Montreal 
Hospital  and 
the  Montreal 
Children's 
The  silent  and 
live  auctions  were  marked 
by  feverish  bidding  for 
items  such  as  a  trip  for  a 
family  to  Beaver  Creek  and 
a  trip  to  New  York  by 
Challenger  jet.  The  support 
of  the  donors,  sponsors, 
volunteers  and  staff  and  all 
those  who  purchased  tickets 
made  the  event  a 
spectacularly  fun  evening. 
Planning  is  already 
underway  for  next  year's  big 
event. 


essential  service,  making  it  possible  for  the  younger  boys  to 
eat  their  lunch  family  style.  Many  thanks  go  out  to  all  the 
volunteers  on  this  committee.  They  did  great  work  this  year. 
Their  enthusiasm  and  commitment  were  amazing! 

Spirit  Day  and  Comedy  Night 
Lisa  Smith,  Coordinator 

This  past  September,  Selwyn  House  had  its  first  annua! 
Spirit  Day  barbecue.  With  over  seven  hundred  students  and 
parents  from  the  Elementary  School  in  attendance,  great 
fun  was  had  by  all.  Highlights  included  the  ultimate  hockey 
goalie  challenge.  Kid  Mercury,  a  Trevor  Williams  basketball 
game,  a  spectacular  skateboard  demonstration  by  Spin  and 
a  great  barbecue.  Over  twenty  volunteers  and  sponsors 
made  the  day  one  to  remember,  and  with  the  tremendous 
help  of  the  school  staff  it  proved  to  be  a  great  kickoff  for  the 
school  year,  bringing  all  the  students,  parents  and  staff 
together  for  a  great  event.  The  four  raffle  winners  walked  off 
with  priceless  sports  memorabilia,  including  a  hockey  stick 
signed  by  Jose  Theodore.  Thanks  to  all  those  who 
participated,  and  to  the  Selwyn  House  staff  and  volunteers 
who  made  it  all  possible. 

The  major  fundraiser  for  2005  was  Comedy  Night, 
where  former  Selwyn  House  parent  Andre-Philippe  Gagnon 
put  on  a  show  that  wowed  the  crowd.  His  rendition  of  "We 
Are  the  World "  had  the  crowd  in  disbelief  with  the  quality 
of  his  impressions.  Joey  Elias  kicked  off  the  evening  with  a 


Class  Parents 
Myma  MacLean  and  Lili  Le  Fevre,  Coordinators 

As  we  come  to  the  end  of  our  term  as  Class  Parent 
coordinators,  we  look  back  on  another  great  year  with  our 
Class  Parents.  They  worked  very  hard  as  liaisons  between 
teachers  and  rest  of  the  parent  community.  We  want  to 
especially  congratulate  them  on  helping  the  spirit  of 
community  grow  by  the  many  class  get-togethers  that  took 
place.  Their  presence  was  truly  felt  in  every  school  activity: 
welcoming  new  parents,  helping  teachers  settle  into  their 
bright  new  classrooms,  serving  slushies  at  the  Selw)'n  House 
Spirit  Day,  nursing  our  Grade  4s  during  the  hepatitis 
vaccinations,  selling  tickets  for  Comedy  Night, 
participating  in  field  trips,  building  sets  for  school  plays, 
working  in  the  Library  and  so  much  more.  The  highlight  of 
the  year  is  always  the  Teacher  and  Staff  Appreciation  Week, 
an  opportunity  for  the  parents  to  thank  teachers  and  staff 
for  their  tireless  dedication  to  our  boys.  We  repeated  last 
year's  theme,  as  it  had  been  such  as  success.  We  were  glad  to 
hear  comments  about  how  amazing  the  food  was,  how 
beautiful  the  room  was,  and  the  great  prize  (thank  you,  Mr. 
Desrosiers). 

On  a  personal  note,  we  would  like  to  extend  our 
heartfelt  thanks  to  Maureen  Mackell  for  her  unwavering 
support.  We  will  miss  her,  as  she  is  moving  to  BC. 

Good  luck  to  Martha  Legge  Fitzpatrick  and  Tracey 
Wathier,  next  year's  coordinators.  You  will  be  amazing. 
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Jazz  Cabaret  ends  year  on  a  high  note 


Scenes  from  the  Selwyn 

House  Jazz  Band  Cabaret 

Night,  May  11,2005. 

Left,  Bill  Bedard,  Ted 

McConnell  HA  and  Paul 

Chamandy-Cook  HA  in 

the  media  control  booth; 

right  Josh  and  Jamie 

Koenekoop  (Grade  7). 

Second  row,  from  left: 

Justin  Pascoe  7C,  Philip 

Smith  11 C  and   Shreyas 

Sukumar  lOA.  Bottom 

row:  Tuyen  Ta  7B,  the 

Senior  horn  section  and 

Nicholas  Wybo  lOA 

on  drums. 
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Admission  Events 
2005-2006 


OPEN  HOUSE 

Wednesday,  October  5,  2005 

Grade  7  Programme  Presentation  -  5:00  to  6:00  p.m. 
School  Tours  for  all  Grades  -  5:30  to  8:30  p.m. 
Enjoy  visiting  the  school,  meeting  our  students, 
teachers,  and  parents! 


KINDERGARTEN  OPEN  HOUSE 

Friday,  November  18,  2005 

Kindergarten  Programme  Presentation  -  1 1 :00  to  noon 

School  Tours  -  9:00  to  11:00  a.m. 


VISIT  THE  SCHOOL  IN  ACTION 

Come  and  see  the  school  on  a  regular  school  day,  and  enjoy  the  Selwyn  House  atmosphere. 

Please  join  us  at  the  reception  desk  at  8:30  a.m.  on  any  of  the  following  days: 

September  27,  October  4,  October  11,  October  18*,  October  25* 

*A  special  sport  activity  is  offered  to  Secondary  School  candidates  on  these  days. 

Call  for  Reservations:  (514)  931-2775 


Grade  7 


ADMISSION  ENTRANCE  EXAMS 

QMS  COMMON  ENTRANCE  EXAMS 
October  15,  23,  29  &  November  6,  2005 
February  1 1,  2006  for  late  applicants 


Kindergarten  Saturday,  January  14,  2006 

All  other  Grades    From  November  to  February,  depending  on  the  grade 

APPLICATION  DEADLINES 
OCTOBER  15,  2005  (Secondary  School)  -   NOVEMBER  22,  2005  (Elementary  School) 

Contact  the  Admission  OHice  for  further  intornuuion; 
(514)  931-9481       admission@selwyn.ca      www.selwyn.ca 
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Scenes  from 
Grad  Nigln 

2005 


